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$ri-brahmovaca
nato 'smy anantaya duranta-saktaye
vicitra-viryaya pavitra-karmane
visvasya sarga-sthiti-samyaman gunaih
sva-lilaya sandadhate 'vyayatmane
$ri-brahma uwvaca—Lord Brahma said; natah—bowed down; asmi—I am;
anantaya—unto the unlimited Lord; duranta—very difficult to find an
end to; Saktaye—who possesses different potencies; vicitra-viryaya—
having varieties of prowess; pavitra-karmane—whose actions have no
reaction (even though doing contrary things, He remains without
contamination by the material modes); visvasya—of the universe; sarga
—creation; sthiti—maintenance; sahyaman—and annihilation; gunaih
—by the material qualities; sva-lilaya—very easily; sandadhate—
performs; avyaya-atmane—whose personality never deteriorates.

Lord Brahma prayed: My Lord, You are unlimited, and You possess
unending potencies. No one can estimate or calculate Your prowess and
wonderful influence, for Your actions are never polluted by the material
energy. Through the material qualities, You very easily create the
universe, maintain it and again annihilate it, yet You remain the same,
without deterioration. I therefore offer my respectful obeisances unto

You.

The activities of the Lord are always wonderful. His personal servants
Jaya and Vijaya were confidential friends, yet they were cursed, and they
accepted bodies of demons. Again, in the family of one such demon,
Prahlada Maharaja was caused to take birth to exhibit the behavior of an
exalted devotee, and then the Lord accepted the body of Nrsimhadeva



to kill that same demon, who by the Lord's own will had taken birth in a
demoniac family. Therefore, who can understand the Lord's
transcendental activities? Not to speak of understanding the
transcendental activities of the Lord, no one can understand even the
activities of His servants. In Caitanya-caritamrta (Madhya 23.39) it is
said, tanra vakya, kriya, mudra vijieha na bhujhaya: no one can
understand the activities of the Lord's servants. Therefore, what to
speak of the activities of the Lord? Who can understand how Krsna is
benefiting the entire world? The Lord is addressed as duranta-sakti
because no one can understand His potencies and how He acts.
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$ri-rudra wvaca
kopa-kalo yugantas te
hato 'yam asuro 'lpakah

tat-sutam pahy upasrtam

bhaktam te bhakta-vatsala
sri-rudrah uwvaca—Lord Siva offered his prayer; kopa-kalah—the right
time for Your anger (for the purpose of annihilating the universe); yuga-
antah—the end of the millennium; te—by You; hatah—killed; ayam—
this; asurah—great demon; alpakah—very insignificant; tat-sutam—nhis
son (Prahlada Maharaja); pahi—just protect; upasrtam—who is
surrendered and standing nearby; bhaktam—devotee; te—of Your
Lordship; bhakta-vatsala—QO my Lord, who are so affectionate to Your
devotee.

Lord Siva said: The end of the millennium is the time for Your anger.
Now that this insignificant demon Hiranyakasipu has been killed, O my
Lord, who are naturally affectionate to Your devotee, kindly protect his
son Prahlada Maharaja, who is standing nearby as Your fully surrendered
devotee.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is the creator of the material



world. There are three processes in creation-namely creation,
maintenance and finally annihilation. During the period of
annihilation, at the end of each millennium, the Lord becomes angry,
and the part of anger is played by Lord Siva, who is therefore called
Rudra. When the Lord appeared in great anger to kill Hiranyakasipu,
everyone was extremely afraid of the Lord's attitude, but Lord Siva,
knowing very well that the Lord's anger is also His lila, was not afraid.
Lord Siva knew that he would have to play the part of anger for the
Lord. Kala means Lord Siva (Bhairava), and kopa refers to the Lord's
anger. These words, combined together as kopa-kala, refer to the end of
each millennium. Actually the Lord is always affectionate toward His
devotees, even though He may appear very angry. Because He is
avyayatma-because He never falls down—even when angry the Lord is
affectionate toward His devotees. Therefore Lord Siva reminded the
Lord to act like an affectionate father toward Prahlada Maharaja, who
was standing by the Lord's side as an exalted, fully surrendered devotee.
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$ri-indra uvaca
pratyanitah parama bhavata trayata nah sva-bhaga
daityakrantam hrdaya-kamalam tad-grham pratyabodhi
kala-grastam kiyad idam aho natha susriisatam te

muktis tesam na hi bahumata narasimhaparaih kim
$ri-indrah uvaca—Indra, the King of heaven, said; pratyanitah—
recovered; parama—QO Supreme; bhavata—Dby Your Lordship; trayata—
who are protecting; nah—us; sva-bhagah—shares in the sacrifices;
daitya-akrantam—afflicted by the demon; hrdaya-kamalam—the
lotuslike cores of our hearts; tat-grham—which is actually Your
residence; pratyabodhi—it has been illuminated; kala-grastam—



devoured by time; kiyat—insignificant; idam—this (world); aho—alas;
natha—QO Lord; susriisatam—for those who are always engaged in the
service; te—of You; muktih—Iliberation from material bondage; tesam—
of them (the pure devotees); na—not; hi—indeed; bahumata—thought
very important; nara-simha—QO Lord Nrsimhadeva, half lion and half
human being; aparaih kim—then what is the use of other possessions.

King Indra said: O Supreme Lord, You are our deliverer and protector.
Our shares of sacrifices, which are actually Yours, have been recovered
from the demon by You. Because the demoniac king Hiranyakasipu was
most fearsome, our hearts, which are Your permanent abode, were all
overtaken by him. Now, by Your presence, the gloom and darkness in our
hearts have been dissipated. O Lord, for those who always engage in Your
service, which is more exalted than liberation, all material opulence is
insignificant. They do not even care for liberation, not to speak of the
benefits of kama, artha and dharma.

In this material world there are two kinds of people—the devatas
(demigods) and the asuras (demons). Although the demigods are
attached to material enjoyment, they are devotees of the Lord who act
according to the rules and regulations of the Vedic injunctions. During
the reign of Hiranyakasipu, everyone was disturbed in the routine duties
of Vedic civilization. When Hiranyakasipu was killed, all the demigods,
who had always been disturbed by Hiranyakasipu, felt relief in their
general way of life.

Because the government in Kali-yuga is full of demons, the living
conditions of devotees are always disturbed. Devotees cannot perform
yajia, and thus they cannot partake of the remnants of food offered in
yajfia for the worship of Lord Visnu. The hearts of the demigods are
always filled with fear of the demons, and therefore they cannot think of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The engagement of the demigods
is to think of the Lord always within the cores of their hearts. The Lord
says in Bhagavad-gita (6.47):

yoginam api sarvesar
mad gatenantaratmand
sraddhavan bhajate yo mam



sa me yuktatamo matah

"And of all yogis, he who always abides in Me with great faith,
worshiping Me in transcendental loving service, is most intimately
united with Me in yoga and is the highest of all." The demigods fully
absorb themselves in meditation upon the Supreme Personality of
Godhead to become perfect yogis, but because of the presence of demons,
their hearts are filled with the activities of the demons. Thus their
hearts, which are meant to be the abode of the Supreme Lord, are
practically occupied by the demons. All the demigods felt relieved when
Hiranyakasipu was dead, for they could easily think of the Lord. They
could then receive the results of sacrifices and become happy even
though in the material world.
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$ri-rsaya ticuh
tvam nas tapah paramam attha yad atma-tejo

yenedam adi-purusatma-gatam sasarktha

tad vipraluptam amunadya Saranya-pala

raksa-grhita-vapusa punar anvamamsthah
$ri-rsayah icuh—the great sages said; tvam—You; nah—our; tapah—
austerity; paramam—topmost; dttha—instructed; yat—which; atma-
tejah—Your spiritual power; yena—by which; idam—this (material
world); adi-purusa—QO supreme original Personality of Godhead; atma-
gatam—merged within Yourself; sasarktha—(You) created; tat—that
process of austerity and penance; vipraluptam—stolen; amuna—by that
demon (Hiranyakasipu); adya—now; Saranya-pala—QO supreme
maintainer of those who need to be sheltered; raksa-grhita-vapusa—by
Your body, which You accept to give protection; punah—again;



anvamamsthah—You have approved.

All the saintly persons present offered their prayers in this way: O Lord,
O supreme maintainer of those sheltered at Your lotus feet, O original
Personality of Godhead, the process of austerity and penance, in which
You instructed us before, is the spiritual power of Your very self. It is by
austerity that You create the material world, which lies dormant within
You. This austerity was almost stopped by the activities of this demon,
but now, by Yourself appearing in the form of Nrsimhadeva, which is
meant just to give us protection, and by killing this demon, You have
again approved the process of austerity.

The living entities wandering within the jurisdiction of the 8,400,000
species of life get the opportunity for self-realization in the human form
and gradually in such other elevated forms as those of the demigods,
Kinnaras and Caranas, as will be described below. In the higher statuses
of life, beginning from human life, the main duty is tapasya, or austerity.
As Rsabhadeva advised His sons, tapo divyam putraka yena sattvam
Suddhyet [SB 5.5.1]. To rectify our material existence, austerity (tapasya)
is absolutely necessary. However, when people in general come under
the control of a demon or a demoniac ruling power, they forget this
process of tapasya and gradually also become demoniac. All the saintly
persons, who were generally engaged in austerity, felt relieved when
Hiranyakasipu was killed by the Lord in the form of Nrsimhadeva. They
realized that the original instruction concerning human life—that it is
meant for tapasya for self-realization—was reaffirmed by the Lord when
He killed Hiranyakasipu.
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$ri-pitara icuh



sraddhani no 'dhibubhuje prasabham tanwjair
dattani tirtha-samaye 'py apibat tilambu

tasyodaran nakha-vidirna-vapad ya arcchat

tasmai namo nrharaye 'khila-dharma-goptre
$ri-pitarah icuh—the inhabitants of Pitrloka said; sraddhani—the
performances of the sraddha ceremony (offering of food grains to dead
forefathers by a particular process); nah—our; adhibubhuje—enjoyed;
prasabham—Dby force; taniijath—Dby our sons and grandsons; dattani—
offered; tirtha-samaye—at the time of bathing in the holy places; api—
even; apibat—drank; tila-ambu—offerings of water with sesame seeds;
tasya—of the demon; udarat—from the abdomen; nakha-vidirna—
pierced by the nails of the hand; vapat—the skin of the intestines of
which; yah—He who (the Personality of Godhead); arcchat—obtained;
tasmai—unto Him (the Supreme Personality of Godhead); namah—
respectful obeisances; nr-haraye—who has appeared as half lion and half
man (Nrhari); akhila—universal; dharma—religious principles; goptre—
who maintains.

The inhabitants of Pitrloka prayed: Let us offer our respectful obeisances
unto Lord Nrsimhadeva, the maintainer of the religious principles of the
universe. He has killed Hiranyakasipu, the demon who by force enjoyed
all the offerings of the sraddha ceremonies performed by our sons and
grandsons on the anniversaries of our death and who drank the water
with sesame seeds offered in holy places of pilgrimage. By killing this
demon, O Lord, You have taken back all this stolen property from his
abdomen by piercing it with Your nails. We therefore wish to offer our
respectful obeisances unto You.

It is the duty of all householders to offer food grains to all their departed
forefathers, but during the time of Hiranyakasipu this process was
stopped; no one would offer sraddha oblations of food grains to the
forefathers with great respect. Thus when there is a demoniac rule,
everything concerning the Vedic principles is turned upside down, all
the religious ceremonies of yajfia are stopped, the resources meant to be
spent for yajfia are taken away by the demoniac government, everything
becomes chaotic, and consequently the entire world becomes hell itself.
When the demons are killed by the presence of Nrsimhadeva, everyone



feels comfortable, irrespective of the planet upon which he lives.
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$ri-siddha wicuh
yo no gatirh yoga-siddham asadhur
aharsid yoga-tapo-balena
nana darpam tam nakhair vidadara
tasmai tubhyam pranatah smo nrsirmha

$ri-siddhah iicuh—the inhabitants of Siddhaloka said; yah—the person
who; nah—our; gatim—operfection; yoga-siddham—achieved by mystic
yoga; asadhuh—most uncivilized and dishonest; aharsit—stole away;
yoga—of mysticism; tapah—and austerities; balena—by the power; nana
darpam—proud due to wealth, opulence and strength; tam—him;
nakhaih—Dby the nails; vidadara—pierced; tasmai—unto him; tubhyam
—unto You; pranatadh—bowed down; smah—we are; nrsimmha—QO Lord
Nrsimhadeva.

The inhabitants of Siddhaloka prayed: O Lord Nrsimhadeva, because we
belong to Siddhaloka, we automatically achieve perfection in all eight
kinds of mystic power. Yet Hiranyakasipu was so dishonest that by the
strength of his power and austerity, he took away our powers. Thus he
became very proud of his mystic strength. Now, because this rogue has
been killed by Your nails, we offer our respectful obeisances unto You.

On earth there are many yogis who can exhibit some feeble mystic power
by manufacturing pieces of gold like magic, but the inhabitants of the
planet Siddhaloka are actually extremely powerful in mysticism. They
can fly from one planet to another without airplanes. This is called
laghima-siddhi. They can actually become very light and fly in the sky.
By a severe type of austerity, however, Hiranyakasipu excelled all the



inhabitants of Siddhaloka and created disturbances for them. The
residents of Siddhaloka were also beaten by the powers of
Hiranyakasipu. Now that Hiranyakasipu had been killed by the Lord,
the inhabitants of Siddhaloka also felt relieved.

TEXT 46
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$ri-vidyadhara ticuh
vidyam prthag dharanayanuraddham
nyasedhad ajiio bala-virya-drptah

sa yena sankhye pasuvad dhatas tam

maya-nrsimham pranatah sma nityam
$ri-vidyadharah iicuh—the inhabitants of Vidyadhara-loka prayed;
vidyam—mystic formulas (by which one can appear and disappear);
prthak—separately; dharanaya—Dby various meditations within the
mind; anuraddham—attained; nyasedhat—stopped; ajiiah—this fool;
bala-virya-drptah—puffed up by bodily strength and his ability to
conquer anyone; sah—he (Hiranyakasipu); yena—by whom; sankhye—
in battle; pasu-vat—exactly like an animal; hatah—killed; tam—unto
Him; maya-nrsimham—appearing as Lord Nrsirhhadeva by the influence
of His own energy; pranatah—fallen; sma—-certainly; nityam—eternally.

The inhabitants of Vidyadhara-loka prayed: Our acquired power to
appear and disappear in various ways according to varieties of meditation
was banned by that foolish Hiranyakasipu because of his pride in his
superior bodily strength and his ability to conquer others. Now the
Supreme Personality of Godhead has killed him just as if the demon were
an animal. Unto that supreme pastime form of Lord Nrsimmhhadeva, we
eternally offer our respectful obeisances.

TEXT 47
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$ri-naga sicuh
yena papena ratnani
stri-ratnani hrtani nah

tad-vaksah-patanenasam

dattananda namo stu te
$ri-nagah iicuh—the inhabitants of Nagaloka, who look like serpents,
said; yena—by which person; papena—the most sinful (Hiranyakasipu);
ratnani—the jewels on our heads; stri-ratnani—beautiful wives; hrtani—
taken away; nah—our; tat—his; vaksah-patanena—Dby the piercing of
the chest; asam—of all the women (who were kidnapped); datta-ananda
—O Lord, You are the source of the pleasure; namah—our respectful
obeisances; astu—Iet there be; te—unto You.

The inhabitants of Nagaloka said: The most sinful Hiranyakasipu took
away all the jewels on our hoods and all our beautiful wives. Now, since
his chest has been pierced by Your nails, You are the source of all
pleasure to our wives. Thus we together offer our respectful obeisances
unto You.

No one is peaceful if his wealth and wife are forcibly taken away. All the
inhabitants of Nagaloka, which is situated below the earthly planetary
system, were in great anxiety because their wealth had been stolen and
their wives kidnapped by Hiranyakasipu. Now, Hiranyakasipu having
been killed, their wealth and wives were returned, and their wives felt
satisfied. The inhabitants of various lokas, or planets, offered their
respectful obeisances unto the Lord because they were relieved by the
death of Hiranyakasipu. Disturbances similar to those created by
Hiranyakasipu are now taking place all over the world because of
demoniac governments. As stated in the Twelfth Canto of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, the men of the governments of Kali-yuga will be no better
than rogues and plunderers. Thus the populace will be harassed on one
side by scarcity of food and on another by heavy taxation by the
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government. In other words, the people in most parts of the world in this
age are harassed by the ruling principles of Hiranyakasipu.
TEXT 48

fima I
qe 9% e fazERon
fefosH da aRmaTa: |

odl @ g 3Iugea: T

FaM o fFrafr fgae 85 i

$ri-manava icuh
manavo vayam tava nidesa-karino
ditijena deva paribhiita-setavah
bhavata khalah sa upasamhrtah prabho
karavama te kim anusadhi kinkaran
$ri-manavah iicuh—all the Manus offered their respectful obeisances by
saying; manavah—the leaders of the universal affairs (especially in
connection with giving knowledge to humanity about how to live
lawfully under the protection of the Supreme Personality of Godhead);
vayam—we; tava—of Your Lordship; nidesa-karinah—the carriers of the
orders; diti-jena—by Hiranyakasipu, the son of Diti; deva—O Lord;
paribhiita—disregarded; setavah—whose laws of morality concerning the
varnasrama system in human society; bhavata—by Your Lordship;
khalah—the most envious rascal; sah—he; upasamhrtah—Xkilled; prabho
—O Lord; karavama—shall we do; te—Your; kim—what; anusadhi—
please direct; kinkaran—Your eternal servants.

All the Manus offered their prayers as follows: As Your order carriers, O
Lord, we, the Manus, are the law-givers for human society, but because
of the temporary supremacy of this great demon, Hiranyakasipu, our laws
for maintaining varnasrama-dharma were destroyed. O Lord, now that
You have killed this great demon, we are in our normal condition. Kindly
order us, Your eternal servants, what to do now.

In many places in Bhagavad-gita, the Supreme Lord, Krsna, refers to the
varnasrama-dharma of four varnas and four asramas. He teaches people
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about this varnasrama-dharma so that all of human society can live
peacefully by observing the principles for the four social divisions and
four spiritual divisions (varna and asrama) and thus make advancement
in spiritual knowledge. The Manus compiled the Manu-sambhita. The
word samhita means Vedic knowledge, and manu indicates that this
knowledge is given by Manu. The Manus are sometimes incarnations of
the Supreme Lord and sometimes empowered living entities. Formerly,
many long years ago, Lord Krsna instructed the sun-god. The Manus are
generally sons of the sun-god. Therefore, while speaking to Arjuna about
the importance of Bhagavad-gita, Krsna said, imam vivasvate yogam
proktavan aham avyayam vivasvan manave praha: [Bg. 4.1] "This
instruction was given to Vivasvan, the sun-god, who in turn instructed
his son Manu." Manu gave the law known as Manu-samhita, which is full
of directions based on varna and asrama concerning how to live as a
human being. These are very scientific ways of life, but under the rule of
demons like Hiranyakasipu, human society breaks all these systems of
law and order and gradually becomes lower and lower. Thus there is no
peace in the world. The conclusion is that if we want real peace and
order in the human society, we must follow the principles laid down by
the Manu-samhita and confirmed by the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, Krsna.

TEXT 49
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$ri-prajapataya ticuh
prajesa vayam te paresabhisrsta
na yena praja vai syjamo nisiddhah
sa esa tvaya bhinna-vaksa nu sete
jagan-mangalam sattva-miirte 'vatarah
$ri-prajapatayah iicuh—the great personalities who created the various
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—————

created by Lord Brahma, who have created generations of living entities;
vayam—we; te—of You; para-isa—QO Supreme Lord; abhisrstah—born;
na—not; yena—by whom (Hiranyakasipu); prajah—Iliving entities; vai
—indeed; syjamah—we create; nisiddhah—being forbidden; sah—he
(Hiranyakasipu); esah—this; tvaya—Dby You; bhinna-vaksah—whose
chest has been split; nu—indeed; sete—Ilies down; jagat-mangalam—for
the auspiciousness of the whole world; sattva-miirte—in this
transcendental form of pure goodness; avatarah—this incarnation.

The prajapatis offered their prayers as follows: O Supreme Lord, Lord of
even Brahma and Siva, we, the prajapatis, were created by You to execute
Your orders, but we were forbidden by Hiranyakasipu to create any more
good progeny. Now the demon is lying dead before us, his chest pierced
by You. Let us therefore offer our respectful obeisances unto You, whose
incarnation in this form of pure goodness is meant for the welfare of the
entire universe.

TEXT 50
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$ri-gandharva iicuh
vayam vibho te nata-natya-gayaka
yenatmasad virya-balaujasa krtah
sa esa nito bhavata dasam imam

kim utpathasthah kusalaya kalpate
$ri-gandharvah sicuh—the inhabitants of Gandharvaloka (who are
usually engaged as musicians of the heavenly planets) said; vayam—we;
vibho—O Lord; te—Your; nata-natya-gayakah—dancers and singers in
dramatic performances; yena—by whom; atmasat—under subjection;
virya—of his valor; bala—and bodily strength; ojasa—Dby the influence;
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krtah—made (brought); sah—he (Hiranyakasipu); esah—this; nitah—
brought; bhavata—Dby Your Lordship; dasam imam—rto this condition;

kim—whether; utpathasthah—anyone who is an upstart; kusalaya—for
auspiciousness; kalpate—is capable.

The inhabitants of Gandharvaloka prayed: Your Lordship, we ever
engage in Your service by dancing and singing in dramatic performances,
but this Hiranyakasipu, by the influence of his bodily strength and valor,
brought us under his subjugation. Now he has been brought to this low
condition by Your Lordship. What benefit can result from the activities
of such an upstart as Hiranyakasipu?

By being a very obedient servant of the Supreme Lord, one becomes
extremely powerful in bodily strength, influence and effulgence,
whereas the fate of demoniac upstarts is ultimately to fall down like
Hiranyakasipu. Hiranyakasipu and persons like him may be very
powerful for some time, but the obedient servants of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead like the demigods remain powerful always. They
are victorious over the influence of Hiranyakasipu by the grace of the
Supreme Lord.

TEXT 51
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§ri-caranda nicuh
hare tavanghri-pankajam
bhavapavargam asritah
yad esa sadhu-hrc-chayas
tvayasurah samapitah
$ri-caranah ticuh—the inhabitants of the Carana planet said; hare—QO
Lord; tava—Your; anghri-parnkajam—Ilotus feet; bhava-apavargam—the
only shelter for becoming free from the contamination of material
existence; asritah—sheltered at; yat—because; esah—this; sadhu-hrt-
Sayah—stake in the hearts of all honest persons; tvaya—by Your
Lordship; asurah—the demon (Hiranyakasipu); samapitah—finished.
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The inhabitants of the Carana planet said: O Lord, because You have
destroyed the demon Hiranyakasipu, who was always a stake in the
hearts of all honest men, we are now relieved, and we eternally take
shelter of Your lotus feet, which award the conditioned soul liberation
from materialistic contamination.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His transcendental form of
Narahari, Nrsimhadeva, is always ready to kill the demons, who always
create disturbances in the minds of honest devotees. To spread the
Krsna consciousness movement, devotees have to face many dangers and
impediments all over the world, but a faithful servant who preaches with
great devotion to the Lord must know that Lord Nrsimhadeva is always
his protector.

TEXT 52
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$ri-yaksa icuh
vayam anucara-mukhyah karmabhis te mano-jfiais
ta tha diti-sutena prapita vahakatvam
sa tu jana-paritapam tat-krtam janatda te
narahara upanitah paficatam pafica-vimsa
$ri-yaksah ticuh—the inhabitants of the Yaksa planet prayed; vayam—
we; anucara-mukhyah—the chief among Your many servants; karmabhih
—by services; te—unto You; mano-jiiaih—very pleasing; te—they; tha—
at the present moment; diti-sutena—by Hiranyakasipu, the son of Diti;
prapitah—forced to engage as; vahakatvam—the palanquin carriers; sah
—he; tu—but; jana-paritapam—the miserable condition of everyone;
tat-krtam—caused by him; janata—knowing; te—Dby You; nara-hara—O
Lord in the form of Nrsimha; upanitah—is put to; paficatam—death;
pafica-vimsa—QO twenty-fifth principle (the controller of the other
twenty-four elements).

15



The inhabitants of Yaksaloka prayed: O controller of the twenty-four
elements, we are considered the best servants of Your Lordship because of
rendering services pleasing to You, yet we engaged as palanquin carriers
by the order of Hiranyakasipu, the son of Diti. O Lord in the form of
Nrsimhadeva, You know how this demon gave trouble to everyone, but
now You have killed him, and his body is mixing with the five material
elements.

The Supreme Lord is the controller of the ten senses, the five material
elements, the five sense objects, the mind, the intelligence, the false ego
and the soul. Therefore He is addressed as pafica-vimsa, the twenty-fifth
element. The inhabitants of the Yaksa planet are supposed to be the best
of all servants, but Hiranyakasipu engaged them as palanquin carriers.
The entire universe was in trouble because of Hiranyakasipu, but now
that Hiranyakasipu's body was mixing with the five material elements—
earth, water, fire, air and sky—everyone felt relief. Upon
Hiranyakasipu's death, the Yaksas were reinstated in their original
service to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus they felt obliged to
the Lord and offered their prayers.

TEXT 53
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$ri-kimpurusa icuh
vayam kimpurusds tvam tu
maha-purusa isvarah
ayam kupuruso nasto
dhik-krtah sadhubhir yada
$ri-kimpurusah iicuh—the inhabitants of Kimpurusa-loka said; vayam—
we; kimpurusah—the inhabitants of Kimpurusa-loka, or insignificant
living entities; tvtam—Your Lordship; tu—however; maha-purusah—the
Supreme Personality of Godhead; isvarah—the supreme controller;
ayam—this; ku-purusah—most sinful person, Hiranyakasipu; nastah—
slain; dhik-krtah—Dbeing condemned; sadhubhih—by the saintly persons;
yada—when.
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The inhabitants of Kimpurusa-loka said: We are insignificant living
entities, and You are the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the supreme
controller. Therefore how can we offer suitable prayers unto You? When
this demon was condemned by devotees because they were disgusted with

him, he was then killed by You.

The cause of the Supreme Lord's appearance upon this earth is stated in

Bhagavad-gita (4.7-8) by the Lord Himself:

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata
abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanar syjamy aham

[Bg. 4.7]

paritranaya sadhinam

vinasaya ca duskrtam
dharma-samsthapanarthaya

sambhavami yuge yuge

[Bg. 4.8]

"Whenever and wherever there is a decrease in religious principles and a
predominant rise in irreligion, at that time I descend Myself. To deliver
the pious and annihilate the miscreants, as well as to reestablish the
principles of religion, I advent Myself, millennium after millennium."
The Lord appears in order to execute two kinds of activities—to kill the
demons and to protect the devotees. When the devotees are too
disturbed by the demons, the Lord certainly appears in different
incarnations to give the devotees protection. The devotees following in
the footsteps of Prahlada Maharaja should not be disturbed by the
demoniac activities of the nondevotees. Rather, they should stick to
their principles as sincere servants of the Lord and rest assured that the
demoniac activities directed against them will not be able to stop their
devotional service.

TEXT 54
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Sri-vaitalika icuh
sabhasu satresu tavamalam yaso
gitva saparyam mahatim labhamahe
yas tam anaisid vasam esa durjano
dvistya hatas te bhagavan yathamayah

$ri-vaitalikah sicuh—the inhabitants of Vaitalika-loka said; sabhasu—in
great assemblies; satresu—in the arenas of sacrifice; tava—Your;
amalam—without any spot of material contamination; yasah—
reputation; gitva—singing; saparyam—respectful position; mahatim—
great; labhamahe—we achieved; yah—he who; tam—that (respectful
position); anaisit—brought under; vasam—his control; esah—this;
durjanah—crooked person; dvistya—Dby great fortune; hatah—killed; te
—by You; bhagavan—QO Lord; yatha—exactly like; amayah—a disease.

The inhabitants of Vaitalika-loka said: Dear Lord, because of chanting
Your spotless glories in great assemblies and arenas of sacrifice, we were
accustomed to great respect from everyone. This demon, however,
usurped that position. Now, to our great fortune, You have killed this
great demon, exactly as one cures a chronic disease.

TEXT 55
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$ri-kinnara cuh
vayam iSa kinnara-gands tavanuga
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ditijena vistim amunanukaritah
bhavata hare sa vrjino "vasadito
narasimha natha vibhavaya no bhava

$ri-kinnarah iicuh—the inhabitants of the Kinnara planet said; vayam—
we; iSa—QO Lord; kinnara-ganah—the inhabitants of the Kinnara planet;
tava— Y our; anugah—faithful servants; diti-jena—Dby the son of Diti;
vistim—service without remuneration; amuna—by that; anukaritah—
caused to perform; bhavata—by You; hare—QO Lord; sah—he; vrjinah—
most sinful; avasaditah—destroyed; narasimha—QO Lord Nrsimhadeva;
natha—QO master; vibhavaya—rfor the happiness and opulence; nah—of
us; bhava—You please be.

The Kinnaras said: O supreme controller, we are ever-existing servants of
Your Lordship, but instead of rendering service to You, we were engaged
by this demon in his service, constantly and without remuneration. This
sinful man has now been killed by You. Therefore, O Lord Nrsimhadeva,
our master, we offer our respectful obeisances unto You. Please continue
to be our patron.

TEXT 56
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$ri-visnu-parsada icuh
adyaitad dhari-nara-riipam adbhutam te
drstam nah Saranada sarva-loka-sarma
so "yam te vidhikara iSa vipra-Saptas
tasyedam nidhanam anugrahaya vidmah

|

$ri-visnu-parsadah sicuh—the associates of Lord Visnu in Vaikunthaloka
said; adya—today; etat—rthis; hari-nara—of half lion and half human
being; riipam—form; adbhutam—very wonderful; te—Your; drstam—
seen; nah—of us; Sarana-da—the everlasting bestower of shelter; sarva-
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loka-sarma—which brings good fortune to all the various planets; sah—
he; ayam—this; te—of Your Lordship; vidhikarah—order carrier
(servant); iSa—O Lord; vipra-saptah—Dbeing cursed by the brahmanas;
tasya—of him; idam—rthis; nidhanam—killing; anugrahaya—for the
special favor; vidmah—we understand.

The associates of Lord Visnu in Vaikuntha offered this prayer: O Lord,
our supreme giver of shelter, today we have seen Your wonderful form as
Lord Nrsimhadeva, meant for the good fortune of all the world. O Lord,
we can understand that Hiranyakasipu was the same Jaya who engaged in
Your service but was cursed by brahmanas and who thus received the
body of a demon. We understand that his having now been killed is Your
special mercy upon him.

Hiranyakasipu's coming to this earth and acting as the Lord's enemy was
prearranged. Jaya and Vijaya were cursed by the brahmanas Sanaka,
Sanat-kumara, Sanandana and Sanatana because Jaya and Vijaya
checked these four Kumaras. The Lord accepted this cursing of His
servants and agreed that they would have to go to the material world
and would then return to Vaikuntha after serving the term of the curse.
Jaya and Vijaya were very much perturbed, but the Lord advised them to
act as enemies, for then they would return after three births; otherwise,
ordinarily, they would have to take seven births. With this authority,
Jaya and Vijaya acted as the Lord's enemies, and now that these two
were dead, all the Visnudutas understood that the Lord's killing of
Hiranyakasipu was special mercy bestowed upon them.

Thus end the Bhaktivedanta purports of the Seventh Canto, Eighth
Chapter, of the Srimad-Bhagavatam, entitled "Lord Nrsirhhadeva Slays the
King of the Demons.”

TEXT 8
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$ri-prahrada uwvaca
brahmadayah sura-gana munayo tha siddhah

sattvaikatana-gatayo vacasam pravahaih

naradhitum puru-gunair adhunapi pipruh

kim tostum arhati sa me harir ugra-jateh
$ri-prahradah uwvaca—Prahlada Maharaja prayed; brahma-adayah—
headed by Lord Brahma; sura-ganah—the inhabitants of the upper
planetary systems; munayah—the great saintly persons; atha—as well
(like the four Kumaras and others); siddhah—who have attained
perfection or full knowledge; sattva—rto spiritual existence; ekatana-
gatayah—who have taken without diversion to any material activities;
vacasam—of descriptions or words; pravahaih—Dby streams; na—not;
aradhitum—rto satisfy; puru-gunaih—although fully qualified; adhuna—
until now; api—even; pipruh—were able; kim—whether; tostum—to
become pleased; arhati—is able; sah—He (the Lord); me—my; harih—
the Supreme Personality of Godhead; ugra-jateh—who am born in an
asuric family.

Prahlada Maharaja prayed: How is it possible for me, who have been born
in a family of asuras, to offer suitable prayers to satisfy the Supreme
Personality of Godhead? Even until now, all the demigods, headed by
Lord Brahma, and all the saintly persons could not satisfy the Lord by
streams of excellent words, although such persons are very qualified,
being in the mode of goodness. Then what is to be said of me? I am not at
all qualified.
A Vaisnava who is fully qualified to serve the Lord still thinks himself
extremely low while offering prayers to the Lord. For example,
Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami, the author of Caitanya-caritamrta, says:
jagai madhai haite mufii se papistha
purisera kita haite muiii se laghistha

(Cc. Adi 5.205)

Thus he considers himself unqualified, lower than the worms in stool,
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and more sinful than Jagai and Madhai. A pure Vaisnava actually thinks
of himself in this way. Similarly, although Prahlada Maharaja was a pure,
exalted Vaisnava, he thought himself most unqualified to offer prayers
to the Supreme Lord. Mahajano yena gatah sa panthah [Cc. Madhya
17.186]. Every pure Vaisnava should think like this. One should not be
falsely proud of his Vaisnava qualifications. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
has therefore instructed us:

trndad api sunicena
taror va sahisnuna
amanind manadena
kirtaniyah sada harih
[Ce. Adi 17.31]

"One should chant the holy name of the Lord in a humble state of mind,
thinking oneself lower than the straw in the street; one should be more
tolerant than a tree, devoid of all sense of false prestige and should be
ready to offer all respect to others. In such a state of mind one can chant
the holy name of the Lord constantly." Unless one is meek and humble,
to make progress in spiritual life is very difficult.

TEXT 9
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manye dhanabhijana-riipa-tapah-srutaujas-
tejah-prabhava-bala-paurusa-buddhi-yogah
naradhanaya hi bhavanti parasya purmso
bhaktya tutosa bhagavan gaja-yiitha-paya
manye—I consider; dhana—riches; abhijana—aristocratic family; riipa
—personal beauty; tapah—austerity; sSruta—knowledge from studying
the Vedas; ojah—sensory prowess; tejah—Dbodily effulgence; prabhava—
influence; bala—bodily strength; paurusa—diligence; buddhi—
intelligence; yogdh—mystic power; na—not; aradhanaya—for satisfying;
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hi—indeed; bhavanti—are; parasya—of the transcendent; pumsah—
Supreme Personality of Godhead; bhaktya—simply by devotional
service; tutosa—was satisfied; bhagavan—the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; gaja-yiitha-paya—unto the King of elephants (Gajendra).

Prahlada Maharaja continued: One may possess wealth, an aristocratic
family, beauty, austerity, education, sensory expertise, luster, influence,
physical strength, diligence, intelligence and mystic yogic power, but 1
think that even by all these qualifications one cannot satisfy the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. However, one can satisfy the Lord simply by
devotional service. Gajendra did this, and thus the Lord was satisfied with
him.

No kind of material qualification is the means for satisfying the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. As stated in Bhagavad-gita, only by devotional
service can the Lord be known (bhaktya mam abhijanati [Bg. 18.55]).
Unless the Lord is pleased by the service of a devotee, the Lord does not
reveal Himself (naham prakasah sarvasya yoga-maya-samavrtah [Bg.
7.25]). This is the verdict of all §astras. Neither by speculation nor by
material qualifications can one understand or approach the Supreme

Personality of Godhead.
TEXT 10
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viprad dvi-sad-guna-yutad aravinda-nabha-
padaravinda-vimukhat svapacam varistham
manye tad-arpita-mano-vacanehitartha-
pranam punati sa kulam na tu bhiirimanah
viprat—than a brahmana; 'dvi-sat-guna-yutat-qualified with twelve

1These are the twelve qualities of a perfect brahmana: following religious
principles, speaking truthfully, controlling the senses by undergoing
austerities and penances, being freed from jealousy, being intelligent,

23



brahminical qualities; aravinda-nabha—Lord Visnu, who has a lotus
growing from His navel; pada-aravinda—to the lotus feet of the Lord;
vimukhat—not interested in devotional service; sva-pacam—one born in
a low family, or a dog-eater; varistham—more glorious; manye—I
consider; tat-arpita—surrendered unto the lotus feet of the Lord; manah
—his mind; vacana—words; thita—every endeavor; artha—wealth;
pranam—and life; punati—purifies; sah—he (the devotee); kulam—his
family; na—not; tu—but; bhitrimanah—one who falsely thinks himself
to be in a prestigious position.

If a brahmana has all twelve of the brahminical qualifications [as they are
stated in the book called Sanat-sujata] but is not a devotee and is averse
to the lotus feet of the Lord, he is certainly lower than a devotee who is a
dog-eater but who has dedicated everything—mind, words, activities,
wealth and life—to the Supreme Lord. Such a devotee is better than such
a brahmana because the devotee can purify his whole family, whereas the
so-called brahmana in a position of false prestige cannot purify even

himself.

Here is a statement by Prahlada Maharaja, one of the twelve authorities,
regarding the distinction between a devotee and a brahmana expert in
karma-kanda, or Vedic ritualistic ceremonies. There are four varnas and
four asramas, which divide human society, but the central principle is to
become a first-class pure devotee. It is said in the Hari-bhakti-
sudhodaya:

bhagavad-bhakti-hinasya
jatih sastram japas tapah
apranasyaiva dehasya
mandanam loka-rafijanam

"If one is born in a high family like that of a brahmana, ksatriya or vaisya
but is not a devotee of the Lord, all his good qualifications as a
brahmana, ksatriya or vaisya are null and void. Indeed, they are
considered decorations of a dead body."

being tolerant, creating no enemies, performing yajfia, giving charity,
being steady, being well versed in Vedic study, and observing vows.
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In this verse Prahlada Maharaja speaks of the vipras, the learned
brahmanas. The learned brahmana is considered best among the
divisions of brahmana, ksatriya, vaisya and $iidra, but a devotee born in a
low candala family is better than such brahmanas, not to speak of the
ksatriyas, vaisyas and others. A devotee is better than anyone, for he is
in the transcendental position on the Brahman platform.

mam ca yo vyabhicarena
bhakti-yogena sevate

sa gunan samatityaitan

brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

"One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in
any circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and
thus comes to the level of Brahman." (Bg. 14.26) The twelve qualities of
a first-class brahmana, as stated in the book called Sanat-sujata, are as
follows:

jiianam ca satyam ca damah Srutam ca
hy amatsaryam hris titiksanasitya
yajiias ca danam ca dhrtih Samas ca
maha-vrata dvadasa brahmanasya

The European and American devotees in the Krsna consciousness
movement are sometimes accepted as brahmanas, but the so-called caste
brahmanas are very much envious of them. In answer to such envy,
Prahlada Maharaja says that one who has been born in a brahmana
family but is falsely proud of his prestigious position cannot even purify
himself, not to speak of his family, whereas if a candala, a lowborn
person, is a devotee and has fully surrendered unto the lotus feet of the
Lord, he can purify his entire family. We have had actual experience of
how Americans and Europeans, because of their full Krsna
consciousness, have purified their whole families, so much so that a
mother of a devotee, at the time of her death, inquired about Krsna with
her last breath. Therefore it is theoretically true and has been practically
proven that a devotee can give the best service to his family, his
community, his society and his nation. The foolish accuse a devotee of
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following the principle of escapism, but actually the fact is that a
devotee is the right person to elevate his family. A devotee engages
everything in the service of the Lord, and therefore he is always exalted.
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naivatmanah prabhur ayam nija-labha-piirno
manam janad avidusah karuno vrnite
yad yaj jano bhagavate vidadhita manam

tac catmane prati-mukhasya yatha mukha-$rih
na—nor; eva—certainly; atmanah—for His personal benefit; prabhuh—
Lord; ayam—this; nija-labha-piirnah—is always satisfied in Himself (He
does not need to be satisfied by the service of others); manam—respect;
janat—ifrom a person; avidusah—who does not know that the aim of life
is to please the Supreme Lord; karunah—(the Supreme Personality of
Godhead), who is so kind to this foolish, ignorant person; vrnite—
accepts; yat yat—whatever; janah—a person; bhagavate—unto the
Supreme Personality of Godhead; vidadhita—may offer; manam—
worship; tat—that; ca—indeed; atmane—for his own benefit; prati-
mukhasya—of the reflection of the face in the mirror; yatha—ijust as;
mukha-srith—the decoration of the face.

The Supreme Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is always fully
satisfied in Himself. Therefore when something is offered to Him, the
offering, by the Lord's mercy, is for the benefit of the devotee, for the
Lord does not need service from anyone. To give an example, if one's face
is decorated, the reflection of one's face in a mirror is also seen to be
decorated.

In bhakti-yoga it is recommended that a devotee follow nine principles;
Sravanam kirtanam visnoh smaranam pada-sevanam/ arcanam. vandanam
dasyam sakhyam atma-nivedanam [SB 7.5.23]. This service of glorifying
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the Lord by hearing, chanting and so on is not, of course, meant for the
benefit of the Lord; this devotional service is recommended for the
benefit of the devotee. The Lord is always glorious, whether the devotee
glorifies Him or not, but if the devotee engages in glorifying the Lord,
the devotee himself automatically becomes glorious. Ceto-darpana-
marjanam bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. By
glorifying the Lord constantly, the living entity becomes purified in the
core of his heart, and thus he can understand that he does not belong to
the material world but is a spirit soul whose actual activity is to advance
in Krsna consciousness so that he may become free from the material
clutches. Thus the blazing fire of material existence is immediately
extinguished (bhava-maha-davagni-nirvapanam). A foolish person is
amazed that Krsna orders, sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranarm
vraja: [Bg. 18.66] "Abandon all varieties of religious activities and just
surrender unto Me." Some foolish scholars even say that this is too much
to demand. But this demand is not for the benefit of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead; rather, it is for the benefit of human society. If
human beings individually and collectively surrender everything to the
Supreme Personality of Godhead in full Krsna consciousness, all of
human society will benefit. One who does not dedicate everything to the
Supreme Lord is described in this verse as avidusa, a rascal. In Bhagavad-
gita (7.15), the Lord Himself speaks in the same way:

na mam duskrtino miidhah
prapadyante naradhamah
mayayapahrta-jiana
asuram bhavamasritah

"Those miscreants who are grossly foolish, lowest among mankind, whose
knowledge is stolen by illusion, and who partake of the atheistic nature
of demons, do not surrender unto Me." Because of ignorance and
misfortune, the atheists and the naradhamas, the lowest of men, do not
surrender unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore
although the Supreme Lord, Krsna, is full in Himself, He appears in
different yugas to demand the surrender of the conditioned souls so that
they will benefit by becoming free from the material clutches. In
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conclusion, the more we engage in Krsna consciousness and render
service unto the Lord, the more we benefit. Krsna does not need service
from any of us.
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tasmad aham vigata-viklava iSvarasya
sarvatmand mahi grnami yatha manisam
nico 'jaya guna-visargam anupravistah
pityeta yena hi puman anuvarnitena

tasmat—therefore; aham—1I; vigata-viklavah—having given up
contemplation of being unfit; iSvarasya—of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; sarva-atmana—in full surrender; mahi—glory; grnami—I shall
chant or describe; yatha manisam—according to my intelligence; nicah
—although lowborn (my father being a great demon, devoid of all good
qualities); ajaya—Dbecause of ignorance; guna-visargam—the material
world (wherein the living entity takes birth according to the
contamination of the modes of nature); anupravistah—entered into;
pityeta—may be purified; yena—by which (the glory of the Lord); hi—
indeed; puman—a person; anuvarnitena—being chanted or recited.

Therefore, although I was born in a demoniac family, I may without a
doubt offer prayers to the Lord with full endeavor, as far as my
intelligence allows. Anyone who has been forced by ignorance to enter
the material world may be purified of material life if he offers prayers to
the Lord and hears the Lord's glories.

[t is clearly understood that a devotee does not need to be born in a very
high family, to be rich, to be aristocratic or to be very beautiful. None of
these qualifications will engage one in devotional service. With devotion
one should feel, "God is great, and I am very small. Therefore my duty is
to offer my prayers to the Lord." Only on this basis can one understand
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and render service to the Lord. As the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita
(18.55):

bhaktya mam abhijanati

yavan yas casmi tattvatah

tato mam tattvato jiatva
visate tad-anantaram

"One can understand the Supreme Personality as He is only by
devotional service. And when one is in full consciousness of the
Supreme Lord by such devotion, he can enter into the kingdom of God."
Thus Prahlada Maharaja decided to offer his best prayers to the Lord,

without consideration of his material position.

TEXT 13
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sarve hy ami vidhi-karas tava sattva-dhamno
brahmadayo vayam ivesa na codvijantah
ksemaya bhiitaya utatma-sukhaya casya
vikriditarh bhagavato ruciravataraih

sarve—all; hi—certainly; ami—these; vidhi-karah—executors of orders;
tava—Your; sattva-dhamnah—Dbeing always situated in the
transcendental world; brahma-adayah—the demigods, headed by Lord
Brahma; vayam—we; iva—Ilike; is5a—QO my Lord; na—not; ca—and;
udvijantah—who are afraid (of Your fearful appearance); ksemaya—for
the protection; bhiitaye—for the increase; uta—it is said; atma-sukhaya
—for personal satisfaction by such pastimes; ca—also; asya—of this
(material world); vikriditam—manifested; bhagavatah—of Your
Lordship; rucira—very pleasing; avataraih—Dby Your incarnations.

O my Lord, all the demigods, headed by Lord Brahma, are sincere
servants of Your Lordship, who are situated in a transcendental position.
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Therefore they are not like us [Prahlada and his father, the demon
Hiranyakasipu]. Your appearance in this fearsome form is Your pastime
for Your own pleasure. Such an incarnation is always meant for the
protection and improvement of the universe.

Prahlada Maharaja wanted to assert that his father and the other
members of his family were all unfortunate because they were demoniac,
whereas the devotees of the Lord are always fortunate because they are
always ready to follow the orders of the Lord. When the Supreme Lord
appears in this material world in His various incarnations, He performs
two functions—saving the devotee and vanquishing the demon
(paritranaya sadhiinam vinasaya ca duskrtam [Bg. 4.8]). Lord
Nrsimhadeva, for example, appeared for the protection of His devotee.
Such pastimes as those of Nrsirhhadeva are certainly not meant to create
a fearful situation for the devotees, but nonetheless the devotees, being
very simple and faithful, were afraid of the fierce incarnation of the
Lord. Therefore Prahlada Maharaja, in the following prayer, requests the
Lord to give up His anger.

TEXT 14
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tad yaccha manyum asuras ca hatas tvayadya
modeta sadhur api vrscika-sarpa-hatya
lokas ca nirvrtim itah pratiyanti sarve
ritpam nysitmmha vibhayaya janah smaranti

tat—therefore; yaccha—kindly give up; manyum—Your anger; asurah—
my father, Hiranyakasipu, the great demon; ca—also; hatah—killed;
tvaya—Dby You; adya—rtoday; modeta—rtake pleasure; sadhuh api—even
a saintly person; vrscika-sarpa-hatya—Dby killing a snake or a scorpion;
lokah—all the planets; ca—indeed; nirvrtim—opleasure; itah—have
achieved; pratiyanti—are waiting (for pacification of Your anger); sarve
—all of them; riitpam—rthis form; nrsimha—QO Lord Nrsimmhadeva;
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vibhayaya—for mitigating their fear; janah—all the people of the
universe; smaranti—will remember.

My Lord Nrsimmhadeva, please, therefore, cease Your anger now that my
father, the great demon Hiranyakasipu, has been killed. Since even
saintly persons take pleasure in the killing of a scorpion or a snake, all the
worlds have achieved great satisfaction because of the death of this
demon. Now they are confident of their happiness, and they will always
remember Your auspicious incarnation in order to be free from fear.

The most important point in this verse is that although saintly persons
never desire the killing of any living entity, they take pleasure in the
killing of envious living entities like snakes and scorpions.
Hiranyakasipu was killed because he was worse than a snake or a
scorpion, and therefore everyone was happy. Now there was no need for
the Lord to be angry. The devotees can always remember the form of
Nrsimhadeva when they are in danger, and therefore the appearance of
Nrsimhadeva was not at all inauspicious. The Lord's appearance is
always worshipable and auspicious for all sane persons and devotees.

TEXT 15
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naham bibhemy ajita te 'tibhayanakasya-
jihvarka-netra-bhrukuti-rabhasogra-damstrat

antra-srajah-ksataja-kesara-sanku-karnan

nirhrada-bhita-digibhad ari-bhin-nakhagrat
na—not; aham—I; bibhemi—am afraid; ajita—QO supreme victorious
person, who are never conquered by anyone; te—Your; ati—very much;
bhayanaka—fearful; asya—mouth; jihvai—tongue; arka-netra—eyes
shining like the sun; bhrukuti—frowning brows; rabhasa—strong; ugra-
damstrat—ferocious teeth; antra-srajah—garlanded by intestines;
ksataja—Dbloody; kesara—manes; sanku-karnat—wedgelike ears;
nirhrada—Dby a roaring sound (caused by You); bhita—frightened;
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digibhat—from which even the great elephants; ari-bhit—piercing the
enemy; nakha-agrat—the tips of whose nails.

My Lord, who are never conquered by anyone, I am certainly not afraid
of Your ferocious mouth and tongue, Your eyes bright like the sun or
Your frowning eyebrows. I do not fear Your sharp, pinching teeth, Your
garland of intestines, Your mane soaked with blood, or Your high,
wedgelike ears. Nor do I fear Your tumultuous roaring, which makes
elephants flee to distant places, or Your nails, which are meant to kill
Your enemies.

Lord Nrsihhadeva's fierce appearance was certainly most dangerous for
the nondevotees, but for Prahlada Maharaja such a fearful appearance
was not at all disturbing. The lion is very fearsome for other animals, but
its cubs are not at all afraid of the lion. The water of the sea is certainly
dreadful for all living entities on the land, but within the sea even the
small fish is unafraid. Why? Because the small fish has taken shelter of
the big ocean. It is said that although great elephants are taken away by
the flooding waters of the river, the small fish swim opposite the current.
Therefore although the Lord sometimes assumes a fierce appearance to
kill the duskrtis, the devotees worship Him. Kesava dhrta-nara-hari-riipa
jaya jagadisa hare. The devotee always takes pleasure in worshiping the
Lord and glorifying the Lord in any form, either pleasing or fierce.

TEXT 16
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trasto 'smy aham krpana-vatsala duhsahogra-
samsara-cakra-kadanad grasatam pranitah
baddhah sva-karmabhir usattama te nghri-miilam
prito 'pavarga-saranam hvayase kada nu
trastah—frightened; asmi—am; aham—1I; krpana-vatsala—O my Lord,
who are so kind to the fallen souls (who have no spiritual knowledge);
duhsaha—intolerable; ugra—ferocious; samsara-cakra—of the cycle of
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birth and death; kadanat—from such a miserable condition; grasatam—
among other conditioned souls, who devour one another; pranitah—
being thrown; baddhah—bound; sva-karmabhih—the course by the
reactions of my own activities; usattama—QO great insurmountable; te—
Your; anghri-miillam—rto the soles of the lotus feet; pritah—Dbeing pleased
(with me); apavarga-saranam—which are the shelter meant for
liberation from this horrible condition of material existence; hvayase—
You will call (me); kadai—when; nu—indeed.

O most powerful, insurmountable Lord, who are kind to the fallen souls,
I have been put into the association of demons as a result of my activities,
and therefore I am very much afraid of my condition of life within this
material world. When will that moment come when You will call me to
the shelter of Your lotus feet, which are the ultimate goal for liberation
from conditional life?

Being in the material world is certainly miserable, but certainly when
one is put into the association of asuras, or atheistic men, it is
intolerably so. One may ask why the living entity is put into the material
world. Indeed, sometimes foolish people deride the Lord for having put
them here. Actually, everyone is put into conditional life according to
his karma. Therefore Prahlada Maharaja, representing all the other
conditioned souls, admits that he was put into life among the asuras
because of the results of his karma. The Lord is known as krpana-vatsala
because He is extremely kind to the conditioned souls. As stated in
Bhagavad-gita, therefore, the Lord appears whenever there are
discrepancies in the execution of religious principles (yada yada hi
dharmasya glanir bhavati bharata. .. tadatmanam srjamy aham [Bg. 4.7]).
The Lord is extremely anxious to deliver the conditioned souls, and
therefore He instructs all of us to return home, back to Godhead (sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja [Bg. 18.66]). Thus Prahlada
Maharaja expected that the Lord, by His kindness, would call him again
to the shelter of His lotus feet. In other words, everyone should be eager
to return home, back to Godhead, taking shelter of the lotus feet of the
Lord and thus being fully trained in Krsna consciousness.

TEXT 17
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yasmat priyapriya-viyoga-samyoga-janma-
sokagnina sakala-yonisu dahyamanah
duhkhausadham tad api duhkham atad-dhiyaham
bhiitman bhramami vada me tava dasya-yogam
yasmat—because of which (because of existing in the material world);
priya—pleasing; apriya—not pleasing; viyoga—Dby separation; samyoga—
and combination; janma—whose birth; Soka-agnina—by the fire of
lamentation; sakala-yonisu—in any type of body; dahyamanah—being
burned; duhkha-ausadham—remedial measures for miserable life; tat—
that; api—also; duhkham—suffering; a-tat-dhiya—Dby accepting the body
as the self; aham—I; bhitman—O great one; bhramami—am wandering
(within the cycle of birth and death); vada—kindly instruct; me—unto
me; tava— Your; dasya-yogam—activities of service.

O great one, O Supreme Lord, because of combination with pleasing and
displeasing circumstances and because of separation from them, one is
placed in a most regrettable position, within heavenly or hellish planets,
as if burning in a fire of lamentation. Although there are many remedies
by which to get out of miserable life, any such remedies in the material
world are more miserable than the miseries themselves. Therefore I think
that the only remedy is to engage in Your service. Kindly instruct me in
such service.

Prahlada Maharaja aspired to engage in the service of the lotus feet of
the Lord. After the death of his father, who was materially very opulent,
Prahlada would have inherited his father's property, which extended
throughout the world, but Prahlada Maharaja was not inclined to accept
such material opulence, for whether one is in the heavenly or hellish
planets or is a rich or a poor man's son, material conditions are
everywhere. Therefore no condition of life is at all pleasing. If one wants
the uncontaminated pleasure of blissful life, he must engage himself in
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the transcendental loving service of the Lord. Material opulence may be
somewhat pleasing for the time being, but to come to that temporary
pleasing condition one must work extremely hard. When a poor man is
rich he may be better situated, but to come to that position he had to
accept many miseries. The fact is that in material life, whether one is
miserable or happy, both conditions are miserable. If one actually wants
happy, blissful life, one must become Krsna conscious and constantly
engage in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. That is the real
remedy. The entire world is under the illusion that people will be happy
by advancing in materialistic measures to counteract the miseries of
conditional life, but this attempt will never be successful. Humanity
must be trained to engage in the transcendental loving service of the
Lord. That is the purpose of the Krsna consciousness movement. There
can be no happiness in changing one's material conditions, for
everywhere there is trouble and misery.

’ TEXT 18
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so 'ham priyasya suhrdah paradevataya
lila-kathas tava nrsimha virifica-gitah

afijas titarmy anugrnan guna-vipramukto

durgani te pada-yugalaya-hamsa-sangah
sah—that; aham—I (Prahlada Maharaja); priyasya—of the dearmost;
suhrdah—well-wisher; paradevatayah—of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead; lila-kathah—narrations of the pastimes; tava— Your; nrsimha
—O my Lord Nrsimhadeva; virifica-gitah—given by Lord Brahma by the
disciplic succession; afijah—easily; titarmi—I shall cross; anugrnan—
constantly describing; guna—by the modes of material nature;
vipramuktah—specifically being uncontaminated; durgani—all miserable
conditions of life; te—of You; pada-yuga-alaya—fully absorbed in
meditation on the lotus feet; hamsa-sangah—having the association of
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the hamsas, or liberated persons (who have no connection with material
activities).

O my Lord Nrsimmhadeva, by engaging in Your transcendental loving
service in the association of devotees who are liberated souls [hamsas], 1
shall become completely uncontaminated by the association of the three
modes of material nature and be able to chant the glories of Your
Lordship, who are so dear to me. I shall chant Your glories, following
exactly in the footsteps of Lord Brahma and his disciplic succession. In
this way I shall undoubtedly be able to cross the ocean of nescience.

A devotee's life and duty are very well explained herein. As soon as a
devotee can chant the holy name and glories of the Supreme Lord, he
certainly comes to the liberated position. Attachment for glorifying the
Lord by hearing and chanting the holy name and activities of the Lord
(Sravanam kirtanam visnoh [SB 7.5.23]) certainly brings one to the
position where material contamination is absent. One should chant the
bona fide songs received from the disciplic succession. In Bhagavad-gita
it is said that the chanting is powerful when one follows the disciplic
succession (evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh [Bg. 4.2]).
Manufacturing many ways of chanting will never be effective. However,
chanting the song or the narration left by the previous acaryas
(mahajano yena gatah sa panthah [Cc. Madhya 17.186]) is extremely
effective, and this process is very easy. Therefore in this verse Prahlada
Maharaja uses the word afijah ("easily"). Accepting the thoughts of
exalted authorities through disciplic succession is certainly much easier
than the method of mental speculation, by which one tries to invent
some means to understand the Absolute Truth. The best process is to
accept the instructions of the previous dacaryas and follow them. Then
God realization and self-realization become extremely easy. By following
this easy method, one is liberated from the contamination of the
material modes of nature, and thus one can certainly cross the ocean of
nescience, in which there are many miserable conditions. By following
in the footsteps of the great dacaryas, one associates with the hamsas or
paramahamsas, those who are completely freed from material
contamination. Indeed, by following the instructions of the dcaryas one
is always freed from all material contamination, and thus one's life
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becomes successful, for one reaches the goal of life. This material world
is miserable, regardless of one's standard of life. Of this there is no doubt.
Attempts to mitigate the miseries of material existence by material
methods will never be successful. One must take to Krsna consciousness
to become really happy; otherwise happiness is impossible. One might
say that becoming advanced in spiritual life also involves tapasya,
voluntary acceptance of some inconvenience. However, such
inconvenience is not as dangerous as material attempts to mitigate all
miseries.

TEXT 19
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balasya neha Saranam pitarau nysimha
nartasya cagadam udanvati majjato nauh
taptasya tat-pratividhir ya ihafijasestas
tavad vibho tanu-bhrtam tvad-upeksitanam

balasya—of a little child; na—not; iha—in this world; Saranam—shelter
(protection); pitarau—the father and mother; nrsimha—QO my Lord
Nrsimhadeva; na—neither; artasya—of a person suffering from some
disease; ca—also; agadam—medicine; udanvati—in the water of the
ocean; majjatah—of a person who is drowning; nauh—the boat; taptasya
—of a person suffering from a condition of material misery; tat-
pratividhih—the counteraction (invented for stopping the suffering of
material existence); yah—that which; tha—in this material world;
afijasa—uvery easily; istah—accepted (as a remedy); tavat—similarly;
vibho—O my Lord, O Supreme; tanu-bhrtam—of the living entities who
have accepted material bodies; tvat-upeksitanam—who are neglected by
You and not accepted by You.

My Lord Nrsimhadeva, O Supreme, because of a bodily conception of life,
embodied souls neglected and not cared for by You cannot do anything for
their betterment. Whatever remedies they accept, although perhaps
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temporarily beneficial, are certainly impermanent. For example, a father
and mother cannot protect their child, a physician and medicine cannot
relieve a suffering patient, and a boat on the ocean cannot protect a
drowning man.

Through parental care, through remedies for different kinds of disease,
and through means of protection on the water, in the air and on land,
there is always an endeavor for relief from various kinds of suffering in
the material world, but none of them are guaranteed measures for
protection. They may be beneficial temporarily, but they afford no
permanent benefit. Despite the presence of a father and mother, a child
cannot be protected from accidental death, disease and various other
miseries. No one can help, including the parents. Ultimately the shelter
is the Lord, and one who takes shelter of the Lord is protected. This is
guaranteed. As the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita (9.31), kaunteya
pratijanihi na me bhaktah pranasyati: "O son of Kunti, declare it boldly
that My devotee never perishes." Therefore, unless one is protected by
the mercy of the Lord, no remedial measure can act effectively. One
should consequently depend fully on the causeless mercy of the Lord.
Although as a matter of routine duty one must of course accept other
remedial measures, no one can protect one who is neglected by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. In this material world, everyone is
trying to counteract the onslaught of material nature, but everyone is
ultimately fully controlled by material nature. Therefore even though
so-called philosophers and scientists try to surmount the onslaught of
material nature, they have not been able to do so. Krsna says in
Bhagavad-gita (13.9) that the real sufferings of the material world are
four—janma-mrtyu jara-vyadhi (birth, death, old age and disease). In the
history of the world, no one has been successful in conquering these
miseries imposed by material nature. prakrteh kriyamanani gunaih
karmani sarvasah [Bg. 3.27]. Nature (prakrti) is so strong that no one can
overcome her stringent laws. So-called scientists, philosophers,
religionists and politicians should therefore conclude that they cannot
offer facilities to the people in general. They should make vigorous
propaganda to awaken the populace and raise them to the platform of
Krsna consciousness. Our humble attempt to propagate the Krsna
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consciousness movement all over the world is the only remedy that can
bring about a peaceful and happy life. We can never be happy without
the mercy of the Supreme Lord (tvad-upeksitanam). If we keep
displeasing our supreme father, we shall never be happy within this
material world, in either the upper or lower planetary systems.

TEXT 20
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yasmin yato yarhi yena ca yasya yasmad
yasmai yatha yad uta yas tv aparah paro va
bhavah karoti vikaroti prthak svabhavah
saficoditas tad akhilam bhavatah svariipam
yasmin—in any condition of life; yatah—because of anything; yarhi—at
any time (past, present or future); yena—by something; ca—also; yasya
—in relationship with anyone; yasmat—from any causal representative;
yasmai—unto anyone (without discrimination in regard to place, person
or time); yatha—in any manner; yat—whatever it may be; uta—
certainly; yah—anyone who; tu—but; aparah—the other; parah—the
supreme; va—or; bhavah—Dbeing; karoti—does; vikaroti—changes;
prthak—separate; svabhavah—nature (under the influence of different
modes of material nature); saficoditah—Dbeing influenced; tat—that;
akhilam—all; bhavatah—of Your Lordship; svaripam—emanated from
Your different energies.

My dear Lord, everyone in this material world is under the modes of
material nature, being influenced by goodness, passion and ignorance.
Everyone—from the greatest personality, Lord Brahma, down to the
small ant—works under the influence of these modes. Therefore
everyone in this material world is influenced by Your energy. The cause
for which they work, the place where they work, the time when they
work, the matter due to which they work, the goal of life they have
considered final, and the process for obtaining this goal—all are nothing

39



but manifestations of Your energy. Indeed, since the energy and energetic
are identical, all of them are but manifestations of You.

Whether one thinks himself protected by his parents, by the
government, by some place or by some other cause, everything is due to
the various potencies of the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Everything that is done, whether in the higher, middle or lower
planetary systems, is due to the supervision or control of the Supreme
Lord. It is therefore said, karmana-daiva-netrena jantur dehopapattaye
[SB 3.31.1]. The Supreme Personality of Godhead, the Supersoul within
the core of everyone's heart, gives inspirations for action according to
one's mentality. All of these mentalities are merely facilities given by
Krsna to the person acting. Bhagavad-gita therefore says, mattah smrtir
jianam apohanam ca: [Bg. 15.15] everyone works according to the
inspiration given by the Supersoul. Because everyone has a different
goal of life, everyone acts differently, as guided by the Supreme
Personality of Godhead.

The words yasmin yato yarhi yena ca yasya yasmat indicate that all
activities, whatever they may be, are but different features of the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. All of them are created by the living
entity and fulfilled by the mercy of the Lord. Although all such activities
are nondifferent from the Lord, the Lord nonetheless directs, sarva-
dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja: [Bg. 18.66] "Give up all
other duties and surrender unto Me." When we accept this direction
from the Lord, we can actually become happy. As long as we work
according to our material senses we are in material life, but as soon as we
act according to the real, transcendental direction of the Lord, our
position is spiritual. The activities of bhakti, devotional service, are
directly under the control of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
Narada-paficaratra states:

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam

tat-paratvena nirmalam
hrsikena hrsikesa-

sevanam bhaktir ucyate

[Cc. Madhya 19.170]
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When one gives up materially designated positions and works directly
under the Supreme Personality of Godhead, one's spiritual life is
revived. This is described as svariipena avasthiti, being situated in one's
original constitutional position. This is the real description of mukti, or
liberation from material bondage.

TEXT 21
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maya manah srjati karmamayam baliyah
kalena codita-gunanumatena pumsah

chandomayam yad ajayarpita-sodasaram

samsara-cakram aja ko 'titaret tvad-anyah
maya—the external energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
*manah—the mind; srjati—creates; karma-mayam—producing hundreds
and thousands of desires and acting accordingly; baliyah—extremely
powerful, insurmountable; kalena—Dby time; codita-guna—whose three
modes of material nature are agitated; anumatena—permitted by the
mercy of the glance (time); pummsah—of the plenary portion, Lord Visnu,
the expansion of Lord Krsna; chandah-mayam—chiefly influenced by
the directions in the Vedas; yat—which; ajaya—Dbecause of dark
ignorance; arpita—offered; sodasa—sixteen; aram—the spokes;
samsara-cakram—the wheel of repeated birth and death in different
species of life; aja—O unborn Lord; kah—who (is there); atitaret—able
to get out; tvat-anyah—without taking shelter at Your lotus feet.

O Lord, O supreme eternal, by expanding Your plenary portion You have
created the subtle bodies of the living entities through the agency of Your
external energy, which is agitated by time. Thus the mind entraps the

2The mind is always planning how to remain in the material world and
struggle for existence. It is the chief part of the subtle body, which consists of
the mind, intelligence and false ego.
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living entity in unlimited varieties of desires to be fulfilled by the Vedic
directions of karma-kanda [fruitive activity] and the sixteen elements.
Who can get free from this entanglement unless he takes shelter at Your
lotus feet?

If the hand of the Supreme Personality of Godhead is present in
everything, where is the question of being liberated from material
encagement to spiritual, blissful life? Indeed, it is a fact that Krsna is the
source of everything, as we understand from Krsna Himself in
Bhagavad-gita (aham sarvasya prabhavah [Bg. 10.8]). All the activities in
both the spiritual and material world are certainly conducted by the
orders of the Supreme Personality of Godhead through the agency of
either the material or spiritual nature. As further confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita (9.10), mayadhyaksena prakrtih siiyate sacaracarams:
without the direction of the Supreme Lord, material nature cannot do
anything; it cannot act independently. Therefore, in the beginning the
living entity wanted to enjoy the material energy, and to give the living
entity all facility, Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, created
this material world and gave the living entity the facility to concoct
different ideas and plans through the mind. These facilities offered by
the Lord to the living entity constitute the sixteen kinds of perverted
support in terms of the knowledge-gathering senses, the working senses,
the mind and the five material elements. The wheel of repeated birth
and death is created by the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but to
direct the bewildered living entity in progress toward liberation
according to varied stages of advancement, different directions are given
in the Vedas (chandomayam). If one wants to be elevated to the higher

planetary systems, he may follow the Vedic directions. As the Lord states
in Bhagavad-gita (9.25):

yanti deva-vrata devan

pittn yanti pitr-vratah

bhiitani yanti bhiitejya
yanti mad-yajino 'pi mam

"Those who worship the demigods will take birth among the demigods;
those who worship ghosts and spirits will take birth among such beings;
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those who worship ancestors go to the ancestors; and those who worship
Me will live with Me." The real purpose of the Vedas is to direct one
back home, back to Godhead, but the living entity, not knowing the real
goal of his life, wants to go sometimes here and sometimes there and do
sometimes this and sometimes that. In this way he wanders throughout
the entire universe, imprisoned in various species and thus engaging in
various activities for which he must suffer the reactions. Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu therefore says:

brahmanda bhramite kona bhagyavan jiva
guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija
(Cc. Madhya 19.151)

The fallen, conditioned living entity, trapped by the external energy,
loiters in the material world, but if by good fortune he meets a bona fide
representative of the Lord who gives him the seed of devotional service,
and if he takes advantage of such a guru, or representative of God, he
receives the bhakti-lata-bija, the seed of devotional service. If he
properly cultivates Krsna consciousness, he is then gradually elevated to
the spiritual world. The ultimate conclusion is that one must surrender
to the principles of bhakti-yoga, for then one will gradually attain
liberation. No other method of liberation from the material struggle is at
all possible.

TEXT 22
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sa tvam hi nitya-vijitatma-gunah sva-dhamna
kalo vasi-krta-visyjya-visarga-saktih
cakre visrstam ajayesvara sodasare
nispidyamanam upakarsa vibho prapannam
sah—that one (the supreme independent person who, through His
external energy, has created the material mind, which is the cause of all
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suffering in this material world); tvam—You (are); hi—indeed; nitya—
eternally; vijita-atma—conquered; gunah—whose property of the
intelligence; sva-dhamna—Dby Your personal spiritual energy; kalah—the
time element (which creates and annihilates); vasi-krta—brought under
Your control; visyjya—by which all effects; visarga—and causes; Saktih—
the energy; cakre—in the wheel of time (the repetition of birth and
death); visrstam—Dbeing thrown; ajaya—by Your external energy, the
mode of ignorance; iSvara—QO supreme controller; sodasa-are—with
sixteen spokes (the five material elements, the ten senses, and the leader
of the senses, namely the mind); nispidyamanam—being crushed (under
that wheel); upakarsa—kindly take me (to the shelter of Your lotus
feet); vibho—QO supreme great; prapannam—who am fully surrendered
unto You.

My dear Lord, O supreme great, You have created this material world of
sixteen constituents, but You are transcendental to their material
qualities. In other words, these material qualities are under Your full
control, and You are never conquered by them. Therefore the time
element is Your representation. My Lord, O Supreme, no one can
conquer You. As for me, however, I am being crushed by the wheel of
time, and therefore I surrender fully unto You. Now kindly take me
under the protection of Your lotus feet.

The wheel of material miseries is also a creation of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, but He is not under the control of the material
energy. Rather, He is the controller of the material energy, whereas we,
the living entities, are under its control. When we give up our
constitutional position (jivera ‘svariipa’ haya-krsnera 'nitya-dasa' [Cc.
Madhya 20.108]), the Supreme Personality of Godhead creates this
material energy and her influence over the conditioned soul. Therefore
He is the Supreme, and only He can deliver the conditioned soul from
the onslaught of material nature (mam eva ye prapadyante mayam etam
taranti te [Bg. 7.14]). Maya, the external energy, continuously imposes
upon the conditioned souls the suffering of the threefold miseries of this
material world. Therefore, in the previous verse, Prahlada Maharaja
prayed to the Lord, "But for Your Lordship, no one can save me."
Prahlada Maharaja has also explained that a child's protectors, his
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parents, cannot save the child from the onslaught of birth and death,
nor can medicine and a physician save one from death, nor can a boat or
similar means of protection save a person drowning in the water, for
everything is controlled by the Supreme Personality of Godhead.
Therefore suffering humanity must surrender to Krsna, as Krsna Himself
demands in the last instruction of Bhagavad-gita (18.66):

sarva-dharman parityajya

mam ekam Saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma sucah

"Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall
deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear." All of human society
must take advantage of this offer and thus be saved by Krsna from the
danger of being crushed by the wheel of time, the wheel of past, present
and future.

The word nispidyamanam ("being crushed") is very significant. Every
living entity in the material condition is actually being crushed again
and again, and to be saved from this position one must take shelter of
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Then one will be happy. The word
prapannam is also very significant, for unless one fully surrenders to the
Supreme Lord one cannot be saved from being crushed. A criminal is
put in prison and punished by the government, but the same
government, if it likes, can release the criminal from imprisoned life.
Similarly, we must know conclusively that our material condition of
suffering has been allotted to us by the Supreme Personality of Godhead,
and if we want to be saved from this suffering, we must appeal to the
same controller. Thus one can be saved from this material condition.

TEXT 23
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drsta maya divi vibho 'khila-dhisnya-panam
ayuh $riyo vibhava icchati yan jano "yam
ye 'smat pituh kupita-hasa-vijrmbhita-bhrii-
visphiirjitena lulitah sa tu te nirastah

drstah—have been seen practically; maya—by me; divi—in the higher
planetary systems; vibho—QO my Lord; akhila—all; dhisnya-panam—of
the chiefs of different states or planets; ayuh—the duration of life;
$riyah—the opulences; vibhavah—glories, influence; icchati—desire; yan
—all of which; janah ayam—these people in general; ye—all of which
(duration of life, opulence, etc.); asmat pituh—of our father,
Hiranyakasipu; kupita-hasa—by his critical laughing when angry;
vijrmbhita—being expanded; bhrii—of the eyebrows; visphiirjitena—
simply by the feature; lulitah—pulled down or finished; sah—he (my
father); tu—but; te—by You; nirastah—completely vanquished.

My dear Lord, people in general want to be elevated to the higher
planetary systems for a long duration of life, opulence and enjoyment, but
I have seen all of these through the activities of my father. When my
father was angry and he laughed sarcastically at the demigods, they were
immediately vanquished simply by seeing the movements of his eyebrows.
Yet my father, who was so powerful, has now been vanquished by You
within a moment.

Within this material world, one should understand by practical
experience the value of material opulence, longevity and influence. We
have actual experience that even on this planet there have been many
great politicians and military commanders like Napoleon, Hitler,
Shubhash Chandra Bose and Gandhi, but as soon as their lives were
finished, their popularity, influence and everything else were finished
also. Prahlada Maharaja formerly gathered the same experience by
seeing the activities of Hiranyakasipu, his great father. Therefore
Prahlada Maharaja did not give any importance to anything in this
material world. No one can maintain his body or material achievements
forever. A Vaisnava can understand that nothing within this material
world, not even that which is powerful, opulent or influential, can
endure. At any time such things may be vanquished. And who can
vanquish them? The Supreme Personality of Godhead. Therefore one
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should conclusively understand that no one is greater than the Supreme
Great. Since the Supreme Great demands, sarva-dharman parityajya
mam ekam Saranam vraja [Bg. 18.66], every intelligent man must agree to
this proposal. One must surrender unto the Lord to be saved from the

wheel of repeated birth, death, old age and disease.
TEXT 24
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tasmad amiis tanu-bhrtam aham asiso 'jiia
ayuh $riyam vibhavam aindriyam avirificyat
necchami te vilulitan uruvikramena

kalatmanopanaya mam nija-bhrtya-parsvam
tasmat—therefore; amith—all those (opulences); tanu-bhrtam—with
reference to living entities possessing material bodies; aham—1I; asisah
ajiah—knowing well the results of such benedictions; ayuh—a long
duration of life; sriyam—material opulences; vibhavam—influence and
glories; aindriyam—all meant for sense gratification; avirificyat—
beginning from Lord Brahma (down to the small ant); na—not; icchami
—I want; te—by You; vilulitan—subject to be finished; uru-vikramena—
who are extremely powerful; kala-atmana—as the master of the time
factor; upanaya—kindly take to; mam—me; nija-bhrtya-parsvam—the
association of Your faithful servant, Your devotee.

My dear Lord, now I have complete experience concerning the worldly
opulence, mystic power, longevity and other material pleasures enjoyed by
all living entities, from Lord Brahma down to the ant. As powerful time,
You destroy them all. Therefore, because of my experience, I do not wish
to possess them. My dear Lord, I request You to place me in touch with
Your pure devotee and let me serve him as a sincere servant.

By studying Srimad-Bhagavatam, every intelligent man can get
experience like that of Prahlada Maharaja through the historical
incidents mentioned in this great literature of spiritual knowledge. By
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following in the footsteps of Prahlada Maharaja, one should gain
thorough experience that all material opulence is perishable at every
moment. Even this body, for which we try to acquire so many sensual
pleasures, may perish at any time. The soul, however, is eternal. Na
hanyate hanyamane sarire: [Bg. 2.20] the soul is never vanquished, even
when the body is destroyed. An intelligent man, therefore, should care
for the happiness of the spirit soul, not of the body. Even if one receives
a body with a long duration of life, like those of Lord Brahma and the
other great demigods, it will also be destroyed, and therefore an
intelligent man should be concerned with the imperishable spirit soul.
To save oneself, one must take shelter of a pure devotee. Narottama dasa
Thakura therefore says, chadiya vaisnava-seva nistara payeche keba. If
one wants to save himself from material nature's onslaughts, which arise
because of the material body, one must become Krsna conscious and try
to fully understand Krsna. As stated in Bhagavad-gita (4.9), janma
karma ca me divyam evam yo vetti tattvatah. One should understand
Krsna in truth, and this one can do only by serving a pure devotee. Thus
Prahlada Maharaja prays that Lord Nrsimhadeva place him in touch
with a pure devotee and servant instead of awarding him material
opulence. Every intelligent man within this material world must follow
Prahlada Maharaja. Mahdajano yena gatah sa panthah [Cc. Madhya
17.186]. Prahlada Maharaja did not want to enjoy the estate left by his
father; rather, he wanted to become a servant of the servant of the Lord
[Cc. Madhya 13.80]. The illusory human civilization that perpetually
endeavors for happiness through material advancement is rejected by
Prahlada Maharaja and those who strictly follow in his footsteps.

There are different types of material opulence, known technically as
bhukti, mukti and siddhi. Bhukti refers to being situated in a very good
position, like a position with the demigods in the higher planetary
systems, where one can enjoy material sense gratification to the greatest
extent. Mukti refers to being disgusted with material advancement and
thus desiring to become one with the Supreme. Siddhi refers to executing
a severe type of meditation, like that of the yogis, to attain eight kinds of
perfection (anima, laghima, mahima, etc.). All who desire some material
advancement through bhukti, mukti or siddhi are punishable in due
course of time, and they return to material activities. Prahlada Maharaja
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rejected them all; he simply wanted to engage as an apprentice under the

guidance of a pure devotee.
TEXT 25

kutrasisah sruti-sukha mrgatrsni-riipah
kvedam kalevaram asesa-rujarm virohah
nirvidyate na tu jano yad apiti vidvan
kamanalam madhu-lavaih sSamayan durapaih

kutra—where; asisah—benedictions; Sruti-sukhah—simply pleasing to
hear of; mrgatrsni-ripah—exactly like a mirage in the desert; kva—
where; idam—this; kalevaram—body; asesa—unlimited; rujam—of
diseases; virohah—the place for generating; nirvidyate—become satiated;
na—not; tu—>but; janah—people in general; yat api—although; iti—
thus; vidvan—so-called learned philosophers, scientists and politicians;
kama-analam—the blazing fire of lusty desires; madhu-lavaih—with
drops of honey (happiness); sSamayan—controlling; durapaih—very
difficult to obtain.

In this material world, every living entity desires some future happiness,
which is exactly like a mirage in the desert. Where is water in the desert,
or, in other words, where is happiness in this material world? As for this
body, what is its value? It is merely a source of various diseases. The so-
called philosophers, scientists and politicians know this very well, but
nonetheless they aspire for temporary happiness. Happiness is very
difficult to obtain, but because they are unable to control their senses,
they run after the so-called happiness of the material world and never
come to the right conclusion.

There is a song in the Bengali language which states, "I constructed this
home for happiness, but unfortunately there was a fire, and everything
has now been burnt to ashes." This illustrates the nature of material
happiness. Everyone knows it, but nonetheless one plans to hear or
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think something very pleasing. Unfortunately, all of one's plans are
annihilated in due course of time. There were many politicians who
planned empires, supremacy and control of the world, but in due time all
their plans and empires—and even the politicians themselves—were
vanquished. Everyone should take lessons from Prahlada Maharaja about
how we are engaged in so-called temporary happiness through bodily
exercises for sense enjoyment. All of us repeatedly make plans, which
are all repeatedly frustrated. Therefore one should stop such
planmaking.

As one cannot stop a blazing fire by constantly pouring ghee upon it,
one cannot satisfy oneself by increasing plans for sense enjoyment. The
blazing fire is bhava-maha-davagni, the forest fire of material existence.
This forest fire occurs automatically, without endeavor. We want to be
happy in the material world, but this will never be possible; we shall
simply increase the blazing fire of desires. Our desires cannot be satisfied
by illusory thoughts and plans; rather, we have to follow the instructions
of Lord Krsna: sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam Saranam vraja [Bg.
18.66]. Then we shall be happy. Otherwise, in the name of happiness, we
shall continue to suffer miserable conditions.

TEXT 26
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kvaham rajah-prabhava isa tamo 'dhike 'smin
jatah suretara-kule kva tavanukampa

na brahmano na tu bhavasya na vai ramaya

yan me 'rpitah Sirasi padma-karah prasadah
kva—where; aham—I (am); rajah-prabhavah—Dbeing born in a body full
of passion; i§a—QO my Lord; tamah—the mode of ignorance; adhike—
surpassing in; asmin—in this; jatah—born; sura-itara-kule—in a family
of atheists or demons (who are subordinate to the devotees); kva—
where; tava—Your; anukampa—causeless mercy; na—not; brahmanah—
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of Lord Brahma; na—not; tu—Dbut; bhavasya—of Lord Siva; na—nor:
vai—even; ramdayah—of the goddess of fortune; yat—which; me—of me;
arpitah—offered; Sirasi—on the head; padma-karah—Ilotus hand;
prasadah—the symbol of mercy.

O my Lord, O Supreme, because I was born in a family full of the hellish
material qualities of passion and ignorance, what is my position? And
what is to be said of Your causeless mercy, which was never offered even
to Lord Brahma, Lord Siva or the goddess of fortune, Laksmi? You never
put Your lotus hand upon their heads, but You have put it upon mine.

Prahlada Maharaja was surprised at the causeless mercy of the Supreme
Lord, the Personality of Godhead, for although Prahlada was born in a
demoniac family and although the Lord had never before placed His
lotus hand on the head of Brahma, Siva or the goddess of fortune, His
constant companion, Lord Nrsimhadeva kindly placed His hand on the
head of Prahlada. This is the meaning of causeless mercy. The causeless
mercy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead may be bestowed upon
anyone, regardless of his position in this material world. Everyone is
eligible to worship the Supreme Lord, irrespective of his material
position. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (14.26):

marm ca yo 'vyabhicarena
bhakti yogena sevate
sa gunan samatityaitan
brahma-bhiiyaya kalpate

"One who engages in full devotional service, who does not fall down in
any circumstance, at once transcends the modes of material nature and
thus comes to the level of Brahman." Anyone who engages in
continuous devotional service to the Lord is situated in the spiritual
world and has nothing to do with the material qualities (sattva-guna,
rajo-guna and tamo-guna).

Because Prahlada Maharaja was situated on the spiritual platform, he
had nothing to do with his body, which had been born of the modes of
passion and ignorance. The symptoms of passion and ignorance are
described in Srimad-Bhagavatam (1.2.19) as lust and hankering (tada

51



rajas tamo-bhavah kama-lobhadayas ca ye). Prahlada Maharaja, being a
great devotee, thought the body born of his father to be born of passion
and ignorance, but because Prahlada was fully engaged in the service of
the Lord, his body did not belong to the material world. The pure
Vaisnava's body is spiritualized even in this life. For example, when iron
is put into a fire it becomes red-hot and is no longer iron but fire.
Similarly, the so-called material bodies of devotees who fully engage in
the devotional service of the Lord, being constantly in the fire of
spiritual life, have nothing to do with matter, but are spiritualized.

Srila Madhvacarya remarks that the goddess of fortune, the mother of
the universe, could not get mercy similar to that which was offered to
Prahlada Maharaja, for although the goddess of fortune is always a
constant companion of the Supreme Lord, the Lord is more inclined to
His devotees. In other words, devotional service is so great that when it
is offered even by those born in low families, the Lord accepts it as being
more valuable than the service offered by the goddess of fortune. Lord
Brahma, King Indra and the other demigods living in the upper
planetary systems are situated in a different spirit of consciousness, and
therefore they are sometimes troubled by demons, but a devotee, even if
situated in the lower planets, enjoys life in Krsna consciousness under
any circumstances. paratah svatah karmatah: as he acts himself, as he is
instructed by others or as he performs his material activities, he enjoys
life in every respect. In this regard, Madhvacarya quotes the following
verses, which are mentioned in the Brahma-tarka:

§ri-brahma-brahmivindradi-
tri-katat stri-puru-stutah
tad anye ca kramadeva
sada muktau smreav api

hari-bhaktau ca taj-jiane
sukhe ca niyamena tu

paratah svatah karmato va

na kathaficit tad anyatha

TEXT 27
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naisda paravara-matir bhavato nanu sydj
jantor yathatma-suhrdo jagatas tathapi
samsevayda surataror iva te prasadah
sevanuritpam udayo na paravaratvam
na—not; esa—this; para-avara—of higher or lower; matih—such
discrimination; bhavatah—of Your Lordship; nanu—indeed; syat—there
can be; jantoh—of ordinary living entities; yatha—as; atma-suhrdah—of
one who is the friend; jagatah—of the whole material world; tathapi—
but still (there is such a demonstration of intimacy or difference);
samsevaya—according to the degree of service rendered by the devotee;
surataroh iva—Ilike that of the desire tree in Vaikunthaloka (which
offers fruits according to the desire of the devotee); te—Your; prasadah
—benediction or blessing; seva-anuriipam—according to the category of
service one renders to the Lord; udayah—manifestation; na—not; para-
avaratvam—discrimination due to higher or lower levels.

Unlike an ordinary living entity, my Lord, You do not discriminate
between friends and enemies, the favorable and the unfavorable, because
for You there is no conception of higher and lower. Nonetheless, You
offer Your benedictions according to the level of one's service, exactly as
a desire tree delivers fruits according to one's desires and makes no
distinction between the lower and the higher.

In Bhagavad-gita (4.11) the Lord clearly says, ye yatha mam prapadyante
tams tathaiva bhajamy aham: "As one surrenders to Me, I reward him
accordingly." As stated by Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, jivera 'svariipa’
haya-krsnera nitya-dasa’: [Cc. Madhya 20.108] every living being is an
eternal servant of Krsna. According to the service the living entity
renders, he automatically receives benedictions from Krsna, who does
not make distinctions, thinking, "Here is a person in an intimate
relationship with Me, and here is a person I dislike." Krsna advises
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everyone to surrender to Him (sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam
Saranam vraja [Bg. 18.66]). One's relationship with the Supreme Lord is
in proportion to that surrender and the service one renders unto the
Lord. Thus throughout the entire world the higher or lower positions of
the living entities are selected by the living entities themselves. If one is
inclined to dictate that the Lord grant something, one receives
benedictions according to his desires. If one wants to be elevated to the
higher planetary systems, the heavenly planets, he can be promoted to
the place he desires, and if one wants to remain a hog or a pig on earth,
the Lord fulfills that desire also. Therefore, one's position is determined
by one's desires; the Lord is not responsible for the higher or lower
grades of our existence. This is further explained quite definitely in

Bhagavad-gita (9.25) by the Lord Himself:

yanti deva-vrata devan

pitFn yanti pitr-vratah

bhiitani yanti bhiitejya
yanti mad-ydajino 'pi mam

Some people want to be promoted to the heavenly planets, some want to
be promoted to Pitrloka, and some want to remain on earth, but if one is
interested in returning home, back to Godhead, he can be promoted
there also. According to the demands of a particular devotee, he receives
a result by the grace of the Lord. The Lord does not discriminate,
thinking, "Here is a person favorable to Me, and here is a person who is
not favorable." Rather, He fulfills the desires of everyone. Therefore the
sastras enjoin:

akamah sarva-kamo va

moksa-kama udara-dhih
tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusam param

"Whether one is without desire [the condition of the devotees], or is
desirous of all fruitive results, or is after liberation, one should with all
efforts try to worship the Supreme Personality of Godhead for complete
perfection, culminating in Krsna consciousness." (SB 2.3.10) According
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to one's position, whether as a devotee, a karmi or a jiiani, whatever one
wants one can get if one fully engages in the service of the Lord.

TEXT 28
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evam janam nipatitam prabhavahi-kiipe
kamabhikamam anu yah prapatan prasangat
krtvatmasat surarsina bhagavan grhitah
so "ham katham nu visrje tava bhrtya-sevam
evam—thus; janam—people in general; nipatitam—fallen; prabhava—of
material existence; ahi-kiipe—in a blind well full of snakes; kama-
abhikamam—desiring the sense objects; anu—following; yah—the
person who; prapatan—falling down (in this condition); prasangat—
because of bad association or increased association with material desires;
krtva atmasat—causing me (to acquire spiritual qualities like himself, Sri
Narada); sura-rsina—Dby the great saintly person (Narada); bhagavan—
O my Lord; grhitah—accepted; sah—that person; aham—1I; katham—
how; nu—indeed; visyje—can give up; tava—Your; bhrtya-sevam—the
service of Your pure devotee.

My dear Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, because of my
association with material desires, one after another, I was gradually falling
into a blind well full of snakes, following the general populace. But Your
servant Narada Muni kindly accepted me as his disciple and instructed
me how to achieve this transcendental position. Therefore, my first duty
is to serve him. How could I leave his service?

As will be seen in later verses, even though Prahlada Maharaja was
directly offered all the benedictions he might have desired, he refused to
accept such offerings from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. On the
contrary, he asked the Lord to engage him in the service of His servant
Narada Muni. This is the symptom of a pure devotee. One should serve

55



the spiritual master first. It is not that one should bypass the spiritual
master and desire to serve the Supreme Lord. This is not the principle
for a Vaisnava. Narottama dasa Thakura says:

tandera carana sevi bhakta-sane vasa
janame janame haya, ei abhilasa

One should not be anxious to offer direct service to the Lord. Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu advised that one become a servant of the servant
of the servant of the Lord (gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-
dasanudasah [Cc. Madhya 13.80]). This is the process for approaching the
Supreme Lord. The first service should be rendered to the spiritual
master so that by his mercy one can approach the Supreme Personality
of Godhead to render service. While teaching Riipa Gosvami, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, guru-krsna-prasade paya bhakti-lata-bija:
[Cc. Madhya 19.151] one can achieve the seed of devotional service by
the mercy of the guru, the spiritual master, and then by the mercy of
Krsna. This is the secret of success. First one should try to please the
spiritual master, and then one should attempt to please the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura also says, yasya
prasadad bhagavat-prasado **. One should not attempt to please the
Supreme Personality of Godhead by concoction. One must first be
prepared to serve the spiritual master, and when one is qualified he is
automatically offered the platform of direct service to the Lord.
Therefore Prahlada Maharaja proposed that he engage in the service of
Narada Muni. He never proposed that he engage directly in the service
of the Lord. This is the right conclusion. Therefore he said, so "ham
katham nu visrje tava bhrtya-sevam: "How can I give up the service of my
spiritual master, who has favored me in such a way that [ am now able to
see You face to face!" Prahlada Mahar3ja prayed to the Lord that he
might continue to engage in the service of his spiritual master, Narada

Muni.
TEXT 29
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mat-prana-raksanam ananta pitur vadhas ca

manye sva-bhrtya-rsi-vakyam rtam vidhatum

khadgam pragrhya yad avocad asad-vidhitsus

tvam isvaro mad-aparo 'vatu kam harami

mat-prana-raksanam—saving my life; ananta—QO unlimited one,
reservoir of unlimited transcendental qualities; pituh—of my father;
vadhah ca—and killing; manye—I consider; sva-bhrtya—of Your
unalloyed servants; rsi-vakyam—and the words of the great saint
Narada; rtam—true; vidhatum—to prove; khadgam—sword; pragrhya—
taking in hand; yat—since; avocat—my father said; asat-vidhitsuh—
desiring to act very impiously; tvdim—You; iSvarah—any supreme
controller; mat-aparah—other than me; avatu—Iet him save; kam—your
head; harami—I shall now separate.

My Lord, O unlimited reservoir of transcendental qualities, You have
killed my father, Hiranyakasipu, and saved me from his sword. He had
said very angrily, "If there is any supreme controller other than me, let
Him save you. I shall now sever your head from your body." Therefore 1
think that both in saving me and in killing him, You have acted just to
prove true the words of Your devotee. There is no other cause.

In Bhagavad-gita (9.29) the Lord says:

samo "ham sarva-bhiitesu
na me dvesyo 'sti na priyah
ye bhajanti tu mam bhaktya
mayi te tesu capy aham

The Supreme Personality of Godhead is undoubtedly equal to everyone.
He has no friend and no enemy, but as one desires benefits from the
Lord, the Lord is very pleased to award them. The lower and higher
positions of different living entities are due to their desires, for the Lord,
being equal to all, fulfills everyone's desires. The killing of
Hiranyakasipu and saving of Prahlada Maharaja also strictly followed
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this law of the supreme controller's activities. When Prahlada's mother,
Hiranyakasipu's wife, Kayadhu, was under the protection of Narada, she
prayed for the protection of her son from the enemy, and Narada Muni
gave assurance that Prahlada Maharaja would always be saved from the
enemy's hands. Thus when Hiranyakasipu was going to kill Prahlada
Maharaja, the Lord saved Prahlada to fulfill His promise in Bhagavad-
gita (kaunteya pratijanihi na me bhaktah pranasyati [Bg. 9.31]) and to
prove true the words of Narada. The Lord can fulfill many purposes
through one action. Thus the killing of Hiranyakasipu and the saving of
Prahlada were enacted simultaneously to prove the truthfulness of the
Lord's devotee and the fidelity of the Lord Himself to His own purpose.
The Lord acts only to satisfy the desires of His devotees; otherwise He
has nothing to do. As confirmed in the Vedic language, na tasya karyam
karanam ca vidyate: the Lord has nothing to do personally, for
everything is done through His different potencies (parasya saktir
vividhaiva srivyate [Cc. Madhya 13.65, purport]). The Lord has
multifarious energies, through which everything is done. Thus when He
personally does something, it is only to satisfy His devotee. The Lord is
known as bhakta-vatsala because He very much favors His devoted
servant.

TEXT 30
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ekas tvam eva jagad etam amusya yat tvam
ady-antayoh prthag avasyasi madhyatas ca
ststva guna-vyatikaram nija-mayayedam
naneva tair avasitas tad anupravistah

ekah—one; tvam—You; eva—only; jagat—the cosmic manifestation;
etam—this; amusya—of that (the whole universe); yat—since; tvam—
You; adi—in the beginning; antayoh—at the end; prthak—separately;
avasyasi—exist (as the cause); madhyatah ca—also in the middle (the
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duration between the beginning and end); srstva—creating; guna-
vyatikaram—the transformation of the three modes of material nature;
nija-mayaya—by Your own external energy; idam—this; nana iva—Ilike
many varieties; tath—by them (the modes); avasitah—experienced; tat
—that; anupravistah—entering into.

My dear Lord, You alone manifest Yourself as the entire cosmic
manifestation, for You existed before the creation, You exist after the
annihilation, and You are the maintainer between the beginning and the
end. All this is done by Your external energy through actions and
reactions of the three modes of material nature. Therefore whatever
exists—externally and internally—is You alone.

As stated in the Brahma-sambhita (5.35):

eko 'py asau racayitum jagad-anda-kotim
yac-chaktir asti jagad-anda-caya yad-antah
andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

"I worship the Personality of Godhead, Govinda, who, by one of His
plenary portions, enters the existence of every universe and every
atomic particle and thus unlimitedly manifests His infinite energy all
over the material creation." To create this cosmic manifestation,
Govinda, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, expands His external
energy and thus enters everything in the universe, including the atomic
particles. In this way He exists in the entire cosmic manifestation.
Therefore the activities of the Supreme Personality of Godhead in
maintaining His devotees are transcendental, not material. He exists in
everything as the cause and effect, yet He is separate, existing beyond
this cosmic manifestation. This is also confirmed in Bhagavad-gita (9.4):

maya tatam idam sarvam
jagad avyakta-miirtina

mat-sthani sarva-bhiitani

na caham tesv avasthitah

The entire cosmic manifestation is but an expansion of the Lord's
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energy; everything rests in Him, yet He exists separately, beyond
creation, maintenance and annihilation. The varieties of creation are
performed by His external energy. Because the energy and energetic are
one, everything is one (sarvam khalv idam brahma). Therefore without
Krsna, the Parabrahman, nothing can exist. The difference between the
material and spiritual worlds is that His external energy is manifested in
the material world, whereas His spiritual energy exists in the spiritual
world. Both energies, however, belong to the Supreme Lord, and
therefore in a higher sense there is no exhibition of material energy
because everything is spiritual energy. The energy in which the Lord's
all-pervasiveness is not realized is called material. Otherwise, everything
is spiritual. Therefore Prahlada prays, ekas tvam eva jagad etam: "You are
everything.

TEXT 31
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tvam va idam sad-asad iSa bhavams tato 'nyo

maya yad atma-para-buddhir iyam hy apartha

yad yasya janma nidhanam sthitir tksanam ca

tad vaitad eva vasukalavad asti-tarvoh

tvam—7Y ou; vi—either; idam—the whole universe; sat-asat—consisting
of cause and effect (You are the cause, and Your energy is the effect); isa
—QO my Lord, the supreme controller; bhavan—Yourself; tatah—from
the universe; anyah—separately situated (the creation is made by the
Lord, yet He remains separate from the creation); maya—the energy
that appears as a separate creation; yat—of which; atma-para-buddhih—
the conception of one's own and another's; iyam—this; hi—indeed;
apartha—has no meaning (everything is Your Lordship, and therefore
there is no hope for understanding "my" and "your"); yat—the substance
from which; yasya—of which; janma—-creation; nidhanam—
annihilation; sthitth—maintenance; tksanam—manifestation; ca—and;
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tat—that; va—or; etat—this; eva—certainly; vasukala-vat—Ilike the
quality of being the earth and, beyond that, the subtle element of the
earth (smell); asti-tarvoh—the seed (the cause) and the tree (the effect
of the cause).

My dear Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, the entire cosmic
creation is caused by You, and the cosmic manifestation is an effect of
Your energy. Although the entire cosmos is but You alone, You keep
Yourself aloof from it. The conception of "mine and yours," is certainly a
type of illusion [maya] because everything is an emanation from You and
is therefore not different from You. Indeed, the cosmic manifestation is
nondifferent from You, and the annihilation is also caused by You. This
relationship between Your Lordship and the cosmos is illustrated by the
example of the seed and the tree, or the subtle cause and the gross
manifestation.

In Bhagavad-gita (7.10) the Lord says:

bijarh mam sarva-bhitanam
viddhi partha sanatanam

"O son of Prtha, know that [ am the original seed of all existences." In
the Vedic literature it is said, isavasyam idam sarvam [Iso mantra 1], yato
va imani bhiitani jayante and sarvam khalv idam brahma. All this Vedic
information indicates that there is only one God and that there is
nothing else but Him. The Mayavadi philosophers explain this in their
own way, but the Supreme Personality of Godhead asserts the truth that
He is everything and yet is separate from everything. This is the
philosophy of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, which is called acintya-
bhedabheda-tattva. Everything is one, the Supreme Lord, yet everything
is separate from the Lord. This is the understanding of oneness and
difference.

The example given in this regard—uvasukalavad asti-tarvoh—is very easy
to understand. Everything exists in time, yet there are different phases
of the time factor—present, past and future. Present, past and future are
one. Every day we can experience the time factor as morning, noon and
evening, and although morning is different from noon, which is
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different from evening, all of them taken together are one. The time
factor is the energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, but the
Lord is separate from the time factor. Everything is created, maintained
and annihilated by time, but the Supreme Lord, the Personality of
Godhead, has no beginning and no end. He is nityah sasvatah—eternal,
permanent. Everything passes through time's phases of present, past and
future, yet the Lord is always the same. Thus there is undoubtedly a
difference between the Lord and the cosmic manifestation, but actually
they are not different. Accepting them to be different is called avidya,
ignorance.

True oneness, however, is not equivalent to the conception of the
Mayavadis. The true understanding is that the differences are
manifested by the energy of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The
seed is manifested as a tree, which displays varieties in its trunk,
branches, leaves, flowers and fruits. Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura has
therefore sung, kesava tuya jagata vicitra: "My dear Lord, Your creation is
full of varieties." The varieties are one and at the same time different.
This is the philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. The conclusion
given in Brahma-samhita [Bs. 5.1] is this:

isvarah paramah krsnah

sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah
anadir adir govindah

sarva-karana-karanam

"Krsna, known as Govinda, is the supreme controller. He has an eternal,
blissful, spiritual body. He is the origin of all. He has no other origin, for
He is the prime cause of all causes." Because the Lord is the supreme
cause, everything is one with Him, but when we consider varieties, we
find that one thing is different from another.

We may conclude, therefore, that there is no difference between one
thing and another, yet in varieties there are differences. In this regard,
Madhvacarya gives an example concerning a tree and a tree in fire. Both
trees are the same, but they look different because of the time factor.
The time factor is under the control of the Supreme Lord, and therefore
the Supreme Lord is different from time. An advanced devotee
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consequently does not distinguish between happiness and distress. As
stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.14.8):

tat te 'nukampam susamiksamano
bhufijana evatma-krtarm vipakam

When a devotee is in a condition of so-called distress, he considers it a
gift or blessing from the Supreme Personality of Godhead. When a
devotee is always thus situated in Krsna consciousness in any condition
of life, he is described as mukti-pade sa daya-bhak, a perfect candidate for
returning home, back to Godhead. The word daya-bhak means
"inheritance." A son inherits the property of his father. Similarly, when
the devotee is fully Krsna conscious, undisturbed by dualities, he is sure
that he will return home, back to Godhead, just as one inherits his
father's property.

TEXT 32
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nyasyedam atmani jagad vilayambu-madhye
Sesetmana nija-sukhanubhavo nirthah
yogena milita-drg-atma-nipita-nidras
turye sthito na tu tamo na gunams ca yurkse
nyasya—throwing; idam—this; atmani—in Your own self; jagat—cosmic
manifestation created by You; vilaya-ambu-madhye—in the Causal
Ocean, in which everything is preserved in a state of reserved energy;
Sese—You act as if sleeping; atmana—by Yourself; nijja—Your own
personal; sukha-anubhavah—experiencing the state of spiritual bliss;
nirthah—appearing to be doing nothing; yogena—by the mystic power;
milita-drk—the eyes appearing closed; atma—by a manifestation of
Yourself; nipita—prevented; nidrah—whose sleeping; turye—in the
transcendental stage; sthitah—keeping (Yourself); na—not; tu—but;
tamah—the material condition of sleeping; na—nor; gunan—the
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material modes; ca—and; yunkse—do You engage Yourself in.

O my Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, after the annihilation
the creative energy is kept in You, who appear to sleep with half-closed
eyes. Actually, however, You do not sleep like an ordinary human being,
for You are always in a transcendental stage, beyond the creation of the
material world, and You always feel transcendental bliss. As
Karanodakasayi Visnu, You thus remain in Your transcendental status,
not touching material objects. Although You appear to sleep, this sleeping
is distinct from sleeping in ignorance.

As explained very clearly in the Brahma-samhita (5.47):

yah karanarnava-jale bhajati sma yoga-
nidram ananta-jagad-anda-sa-roma-kiipah
adhara-saktim avalambya param sva-miirtim
govindam adi-purusam tam aham bhajami

"l worship the primeval Lord Govinda, who lies down in the Causal
Ocean in His plenary portion as Maha-Visnu, with all the universes
generating from the pores of hair on His transcendental body, and who
accepts the mystic slumber of eternity." The adi-purusa, the original
Supreme Personality of Godhead—Krsna, Govinda—expands Himself
as Maha-Visnu. After the annihilation of this cosmic manifestation, He
keeps Himself in transcendental bliss. The word yoga-nidram is used in
reference to the Supreme Personality of Godhead. One should
understand that this nidra, or sleep, is not like our nidra in the mode of
ignorance. The Lord is always situated in transcendence. He is sac-cid-
ananda [Bs. 5.1]—eternally in bliss—and thus He is not disturbed by
sleep like ordinary human beings. It should be understood that the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is in transcendental bliss in all stages.
Srila Madhvacarya concisely states that the Lord is turya-sthitah, always
situated in transcendence. In transcendence there is no such thing as
jagarana-nidra-susupti—wakefulness, sleep and deep sleep.

The practice of yoga is similar to the yoga-nidra of Maha-Visnu. Yogis
are advised to keep their eyes half closed, but this state is not at all one
of sleep, although imitation yogis, especially in the modern age, manifest
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their so-called yoga by sleeping. In the sastra, yoga is described as
dhyanavasthita, a state of full meditation, but this is meditation upon the
Supreme Personality of Godhead. Dhyanavasthita-tad-gatena manasa:
the mind should always be situated at the lotus feet of the Lord. Yoga
practice does not mean sleeping. The mind should always be actively
fixed at the lotus feet of the Lord. Then one's practice of yoga will be
successful.

TEXT 33
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tasyaiva te vapur idam nija-kala-saktya
saficodita-prakrti-dharmana atma-giadham

ambhasy ananta-sayanad viramat-samadher

nabher abhiit sva-kanika-vatavan-mahabjam
tasya—of that Supreme Personality of Godhead; eva—certainly; te—of
You; vapuh—the cosmic body; idam—this (universe); nija-kala-saktya—
by the potent time factor; saficodita—agitated; prakrti-dharmanah—of
Him, by whom the three gunas, or qualities of material nature; atma-
giiddham—dormant in Yourself; ambhasi—in the water known as the
Causal Ocean; ananta-Sayanat—from the bed known as Ananta
(another feature of Yourself); viramat-samadheh—having awakened
from the samadhi (yogic trance); nabheh—from the navel; abhiit—
appeared; sva-kanika—from the seed; vata-vat—Ilike the great banyan
tree; maha-abjam—the great lotus of the worlds (has similarly grown).

This cosmic manifestation, the material world, is also Your body. This
total lump of matter is agitated by Your potent energy known as kala-
sakti, and thus the three modes of material nature are manifested. You
awaken from the bed of Sesa, Ananta, and from Your navel a small
transcendental seed is generated. It is from this seed that the lotus flower
of the gigantic universe is manifested, exactly as a banyan tree grows from

a small seed.
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The three different forms of Maha-Visnu-namely Karanodakasayi Visnu,
Garbhodakasayi Visnu and Ksirodakasayi Visnu, who are the origin of
creation and maintenance—are gradually being described. From Maha-
Visnu, Garbhodakasayi Visnu is generated, and from Garbhodakasayi
Visnu, Ksirodakasayi Visnu gradually expands. Thus Maha-Visnu is the
original cause of Garbhodakasayi Visnu, and from Garbhodakasayi
Visnu comes the lotus flower from which Lord Brahma is manifested.
Thus the original cause of everything is Visnu, and consequently the
cosmic manifestation is not different from Visnu. This is confirmed in
Bhagavad-gita (10.8), wherein Krsna says, aham sarvasya prabhavo
mattah sarvam pravartate: "l am the source of all spiritual and material
worlds. Everything emanates from Me." Garbhodakasayi Visnu is an
expansion of Karanodakasayi Visnu, who is an expansion of Sankarsana.
In this way, Krsna is ultimately the cause of all causes (sarva-karana-
karanam [Bs. 5.1]). The conclusion is that both the material world and
spiritual world are considered to be the body of the Supreme Lord. We
can understand that the material body is caused by the spiritual body
and is therefore an expansion of the spiritual body. Thus when one takes
up spiritual activities, one's entire material body is spiritualized.
Similarly, in this material world, when the Krsna consciousness
movement expands, the entire material world becomes spiritualized. As
long as we do not realize this, we live in the material world, but when we
are fully Krsna conscious we live not in the material world but in the
spiritual world.

TEXT 34
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tat-sambhavah kavir ato 'nyad apasyamanas
tvam bijam atmani tatam sa bahir vicintya
navindad abda-satam apsu nimajjamano
jate 'mkure katham uhopalabheta bijam
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tat-sambhavah—who was generated from that lotus flower; kavih—he
who can understand the subtle cause of creation (Lord Brahma); atah—
from that (lotus); anyat—anything else; apasyamanah—not able to see;
tvam—Your Lordship; bijam—the cause of the lotus; atmani—in
himself; tatam—expanded; sah—he (Lord Brahma); bahih vicintya—
considering to be external; na—not; avindat—understood (You); abda-
satam—for a hundred years according to the demigods’*; apsu—in the
water; nimajjamanah—diving; jate ankure—when the seed fructifies and
is manifested as a creeper; katham—how; uha—QO my Lord; upalabheta
—one can perceive; bijam—the seed that has already fructified.

From that great lotus flower, Brahma was generated, but Brahma
certainly could see nothing but the lotus. Therefore, thinking You to be
outside, Lord Brahma dove into the water and attempted to find the
source of the lotus for one hundred years. He could find no trace of You,
however, for when a seed fructifies, the original seed cannot be seen.

This is the description of the cosmic manifestation. The development of
the cosmic manifestation is like the fructification of a seed. When
cotton is transformed into thread, the cotton is no longer visible, and
when the thread is woven into cloth, the thread is no longer visible.
Similarly, it is perfectly correct that when the seed that had generated
from the navel of Garbhodakasayi Visnu became manifested as the
cosmic creation, one could no longer understand where the cause of the
cosmic manifestation is. Modern scientists have tried to explain the
origin of creation by a chunk theory, but no one can explain how such a
chunk might have burst. The Vedic literature, however, explains clearly
that the total material energy was agitated by the three modes of
material nature because of the glance of the Supreme Lord. In other
words, in terms of the chunk theory, the bursting of the chunk was
caused by the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Thus one must accept
the supreme cause, Lord Visnu, as the cause of all causes.

TEXT 35
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30ne day for the demigods equals six of our months.
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sa tv atma-yonir ativismita asrito 'bjam
kalena tivra-tapasa parisuddha-bhavah
tvam atmanisa bhuvi gandham ivatisitksmam

bhiitendriyasayamaye vitatam dadarsa
sah—he (Lord Brahma); tu—Dbut; atma-yonih—who is born without a
mother (directly begotten by the father, Lord Visnu); ati-vismitah—very
much surprised (not finding the source of his birth); asritah—situated
on; abjam—the lotus; kalena—in due course of time; tivra-tapasa—Dby
severe austerities; pariSuddha-bhavah—Dbeing completely purified; tvam
—You; atmani—in his body and existence; isSa—QO my Lord; bhuvi—
within the earth; gandham—aroma; iva—Ilike; ati-sitksmam—very
subtle; bhiita-indriya—composed of elements and senses; asaya-maye—
and that filled with desires (the mind); vitatam—spread out; dadarsa—
found.

Lord Brahma, who is celebrated as atma-yoni, having been born without a
mother, was struck with wonder. Thus he took shelter of the lotus
flower, and when he had been purified after undergoing severe austerities
for many hundreds of years, he could see that the cause of all causes, the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, was spread throughout his own body
and senses, just as aroma, although very subtle, is perceived in the earth.
Here the statement of self-realization aham brahmasmi, which is
interpreted by the Mayavada philosophy to mean "l am the Supreme
Lord," is explained. The Supreme Lord is the original seed of everything
(janmady asya yatah [SB L.1.1]. aham sarvasya prabhavo mattah sarvam
pravartate [Bg. 10.8]). Thus the Supreme Lord extends everywhere, even
throughout our bodies, because our bodies are made of material energy,
which is the Lord's separated energy. One should realize that since the
Supreme Lord spreads throughout one's body and since the individual
soul is a part of the Supreme Lord, everything is Brahman (sarvam khalv
idam brahma). This realization was achieved by Lord Brahma after he
was purified, and it is possible for everyone. When one is completely in
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knowledge of aham brahmasmi, he thinks, "l am part of the Supreme
Lord, my body is made of His material energy, and therefore I have no
separate existence. Yet although the Supreme Lord is spread everywhere,
He is different from me." This is the philosophy of acintya-bhedabheda-
tattva. An example given in this regard is that of the aroma within the
earth. In the earth there are aromas and colors, but one cannot see
them. Actually we find that when flowers grow from the earth, they
appear with different colors and aromas, which they have certainly
gathered from the earth, although in the earth we cannot see them.
Similarly, the Supreme Lord, by His different energies, spreads
throughout one's body and soul, although we cannot see Him. An
intelligent man, however, can see the Supreme Lord existing
everywhere. Andantara-stha-paramanu-cayantara-stham: [Bs. 5.35] the
Lord is within the universe and within the atom by His different
energies. This is the real vision of the Supreme Lord for the intelligent
man. Brahma, the first created being, became the most intelligent person
by his tapasya, austerity, and thus he came to this realization. We must
therefore take all knowledge from Brahma, who became perfect by his
tapasya.

TEXT 36

Wﬁ?mmngmaam
agqasféasrf%@sr
g RYe 1qe fafta: 1 2

evam sahasra-vadananghri-sirah-karoru-
nasadya-karna-nayanabharanayudhadhyam
mayamayam sad-upalaksita-sannivesam
drstva maha-purusam apa mudam virificah
evam—in this way; sahasra—thousands and thousands; vadana—faces;
anghri—feet; Sirah—heads; kara—hands; uru—thighs; nasa-adya—
noses, etc.; karna—ears; nayana—eyes; abharana—varieties of
ornaments; dyudha—varieties of weapons; adhyam—endowed with;
maya-mayam—all demonstrated by unlimited potency; sat-upalaksita—
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appearing in different symptoms; sanniveSam—combined together;
drstva—seeing; maha-purusam—the Supreme Personality of Godhead;
apa—achieved; mudam—transcendental bliss; viriicah—Lord Brahma.

Lord Brahma could then see You possessing thousands and thousands of
faces, feet, heads, hands, thighs, noses, ears and eyes. You were very
nicely dressed, being decorated and bedecked with varieties of ornaments
and weapons. Seeing You in the form of Lord Visnu, Your symptoms and
form being transcendental, Your legs extending from the lower planets,
Lord Brahma achieved transcendental bliss.

Lord Brahma, being completely pure, could see the original form of the
Lord as Visnu, having many thousands of faces and forms. This process
is called self-realization. Genuine self-realization consists not of
perceiving the impersonal effulgence of the Lord, but seeing face to face
the transcendental form of the Lord. As distinctly mentioned here, Lord
Brahma saw the Supreme Lord as maha-purusa, the Supreme Personality
of Godhead. Arjuna also saw Krsna in this same way. Therefore he told
the Lord, param brahma param dhama pavitram paramam bhavan
purusam $asvatam divyam: [Bg. 10.12] "You are the Supreme Brahman,
the ultimate, the supreme abode and purifier, the Absolute Truth and
the eternal divine person." The Lord is parama-purusa, the supreme
form. Purusam sasvatam: He is everlastingly the supreme enjoyer. It is
not that the impersonal Brahman assumes a form; on the contrary, the
impersonal Brahman effulgence is an emanation from the supreme form
of the Lord. Upon being purified, Brahma could see the supreme form of
the Lord. The impersonal Brahman cannot have heads, noses, ears,
hands and legs. This is not possible, for these are attributes of the Lord's
form.

The word mayamayam means "spiritual knowledge." This is explained by
Madhvacarya. Mayamayam jiana-svariapam. The word mayamayam,
describing the Lord's form, should not be taken to mean illusion. Rather,
the Lord's form is factual, and seeing this form is the result of perfect
knowledge. This is confirmed in Bhagavad-gita: bahinam janmanam
ante jianavan mam prapadyate [Bg. 7.19]. The word jiianavan refers to
one who is perfectly in knowledge. Such a person can see the Personality

of Godhead, and therefore he surrenders unto the Lord. The Lord's
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being symptomized by a face, nose, ears and so on is eternal. Without
such a form, no one can be blissful. The Lord, however, is sac-cid-
ananda-vigraha, as stated in the Sastra (iSvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-
ananda-vigrahah [Bs. 5.1]). When one is in perfect transcendental bliss,
he can see the Lord's supreme form (vigraha). In this regard, Srila
Madhvacarya says:

gandhakhya devata yadvat
prthivim vyapya tisthati
evam vyaptam jagad visnum
brahmatma-stham dadarsa ha

Lord Brahma saw that as aromas and colors spread throughout the earth,
the Supreme Personality of Godhead pervades the cosmic manifestation
in a subtle form.

TEXT 37
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tasmai bhavan haya-siras tanuvam hi bibhrad

veda-druhav atibalau madhu-kaitabhakhyau

hatvanayac chruti-ganams ca rajas tamas ca

sattvam tava priyatamam tanum amananti

tasmai—unto Lord Brahma; bhavan—Your Lordship; haya-sirah—
having the head and neck of a horse; tanuvam—the incarnation; hi—
indeed; bibhrat—accepting; veda-druhau—two demons who were against
the Vedic principles; ati-balau—extremely powerful; madhu-kaitabha-
akhyau—known as Madhu and Kaitabha; hatva—killing; anayat—
delivered; sruti-ganan—all the different Vedas (Sama, Yajur, Rg and
Atharva); ca—and; rajah tamah ca—Dby representing the modes of
passion and ignorance; sattvam——pure transcendental goodness; tava—
Your; priya-tamam—most dear; tanum—form (as Hayagriva); amananti
—they honor.
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My dear Lord, when You appeared as Hayagriva, with the head of a
horse, You killed two demons known as Madhu and Kaitabha, who were
full of the modes of passion and ignorance. Then You delivered the Vedic
knowledge to Lord Brahma. For this reason, all the great saints accept
Your forms as transcendental, untinged by material qualities.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead in His transcendental form is
always ready to give protection to His devotees. As mentioned herein,
the Lord in the form of Hayagriva killed two demons named Madhu and
Kaitabha when they attacked Lord Brahma. Modern demons think that
there was no life in the beginning of creation, but from Srimad-
Bhagavatam we understand that the first living creature created by the
Supreme Personality of Godhead was Lord Brahma, who is full of Vedic
understanding. Unfortunately, those entrusted with distributing Vedic
knowledge, such as the devotees engaged in spreading Krsna
consciousness, may sometimes be attacked by demons, but they must rest
assured that demoniac attacks will not be able to harm them, for the
Lord is always prepared to give them protection. The Vedas provide the
knowledge by which we can understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead (vedais ca sarvair aham eva vedyah [Bg. 15.15]). The devotees of
the Lord are always ready to spread knowledge by which one may
understand the Lord through Krsna consciousness, but the demons,
being unable to understand the Supreme Lord, are full of ignorance and
passion. Thus the Lord, whose form is transcendental, is always ready to
kill the demons. By culturing the mode of goodness, one can understand
the position of the transcendental Lord and how the Lord is always
prepared to remove all obstacles on the path of understanding Him.

In summary, whenever the Lord incarnates, He appears in His original
transcendental form. As the Lord says in Bhagavad-gita (4.7):

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata
abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanam syjamy aham

"Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O
descendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of irreligion—at that
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time I descend Myself." It is simply foolish to think of the Lord as being
originally impersonal but accepting a material body when He appears as
a personal incarnation. Whenever the Lord appears, He appears in His
original transcendental form, which is spiritual and blissful. But
unintelligent men, such as the Mayavadis, cannot understand the
transcendental form of the Lord, and therefore the Lord chastises them
by saying, avajananti mam miidha manusim tanum asricam: [Bg. 9.11]
"Fools deride Me when I descend in the human form." Whenever the
Lord appears, whether as a fish, a tortoise, a hog or any other form, one
should understand that He maintains His transcendental position and
that His only business, as stated here, is hatva—to kill the demons. The
Lord appears in order to protect the devotees and kill the demons
(paritranaya sadhinam vinasaya ca duskrtam [Bg. 4.8]). Since the demons
are always ready to oppose Vedic civilization, they are sure to be killed
by the transcendental form of the Lord.

TEXT 38
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ittham nr-tiryag-rsi-deva-jhasavatarair
lokan vibhavayasi hamsi jagat pratipan
dharmam maha-purusa pasi yuganuvrttam
channah kalau yad abhavas tri-yugo 'tha sa tvam

ittham—in this way; nr—Ilike a human being (such as Lord Krsna and
Lord Ramacandra); tiryak—Ilike animals (such as the boar); rsi—as a
great saint (Parasurama); deva—as demigods; jhasa—as an aquatic (such
as the fish and tortoise); avataraih—by such different incarnations;
lokan—all the different planetary systems; vibhavayasi—You protect;
hamsi—You (sometimes) kill; jagat pratipan—persons who have simply
created trouble in this world; dharmam—the principles of religion;
maha-purusa—QO great personality; pasi—You protect; yuga-anuvrttam
—according to the different millenniums; channah—covered; kalau—in
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the age of Kali; yat—since; abhavah—have been (and will be in the
future); tri-yugah—named Triyuga; atha—therefore; sah—the same
personality; tvam—You.

In this way, my Lord, You appear in various incarnations as a human
being, an animal, a great saint, a demigod, a fish or a tortoise, thus
maintaining the entire creation in different planetary systems and killing
the demoniac principles. According to the age, O my Lord, You protect
the principles of religion. In the age of Kali, however, You do not assert
Yourself as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, and therefore You are
known as Triyuga, or the Lord who appears in three yugas.

As the Lord appeared just to maintain Lord Brahma from the attack of
Madhu and Kaitabha, He also appeared to protect the great devotee
Prahlada Maharaja. Similarly, Lord Caitanya appeared in order to
protect the fallen souls of Kali-yuga. There are four yugas, or
millenniums—Satya, Treta, Dvapara and Kali. In all the yugas but Kali-
yuga, the Lord appears in various incarnations and asserts Himself as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, but although Lord Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu, who appears in Kali-yuga, is the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, He never asserted Himself as such. On the contrary, whenever
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu was addressed as being as good as Krsna, He
blocked His ears with His hands, denying His identity with Krsna,
because He was playing the part of a devotee. Lord Caitanya knew that
in Kali-yuga there would be many bogus incarnations pretending to be
God, and therefore He avoided asserting Himself as the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Lord Caitanya Mahaprabhu is accepted as the
Supreme Personality of Godhead, however, in many Vedic literatures,
especially in Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.5.32):

krsna-varnam tvisakysnam

sangopangastra-parsadam

yajiiaih sankirtana-prayair
yajanti hi sumedhasah

In Kali-yuga, intelligent men worship the Supreme Personality of
Godhead in the form of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who is always
accompanied by His associates such as Nityananda, Advaita, Gadadhara
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and Srivasa. The entire Krsna consciousness movement is based on the
principles of the sankirtana movement inaugurated by Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Therefore one who tries to understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead through the medium of the sankirtana
movement knows everything perfectly. He is sumedhas, a person with
substantial intelligence.

TEXT 39
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naitan manas tava kathasu vikuntha-natha
sampriyate durita-dustam asadhu tivram
kamaturam harsa-soka-bhayaisanartam
tasmin katham tava gatim vimrsami dinah
na—certainly not; etat—this; manah—mind; tava—Your; kathasu—in
transcendental topics; vikuntha-natha—QO Lord of Vaikuntha, where
there is no anxiety; sampriyate—is pacified or interested in; durita—Dby
sinful activities; dustam—polluted; asadhu—dishonest; tivram—very
difficult to control; kama-aturam—always full of different desires and
lusty propensities; harsa-Soka—sometimes by jubilation and sometimes
by distress; bhaya—and sometimes by fear; esanda—and by desiring;
artam—distressed; tasmin—in that mental status; katham—how; tava—
Your; gatim—transcendental activities; vimrsami—I shall consider and
try to understand; dinah—who am most fallen and poor.

My dear Lord of the Vaikuntha planets, where there is no anxiety, my
mind is extremely sinful and lusty, being sometimes so-called happy and
sometimes so-called distressed. My mind is full of lamentation and fear,
and it always seeks more and more money. Thus it has become most
polluted and is never satisfied in topics concerning You. I am therefore
most fallen and poor. In such a status of life, how shall I be able to discuss
Your activities?
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Here Prahlada Maharaja represents himself as a common man, although
he actually has nothing to do with this material world. Prahlada is
always situated in the Vaikuntha planets of the spiritual world, but on
behalf of the fallen souls he asks how, when his mind is always disturbed
by material things, he can discuss the transcendental position of the
Lord. The mind becomes sinful because we are always engaged in sinful
activities. Anything not connected with Krsna consciousness should be
understood to be sinful. Indeed, Krsna demands in Bhagavad-gita (18.66):

sarva-dharman parityajya

mam ekam Saranam vraja

aham tvam sarva-papebhyo
moksayisyami ma Sucah

"Abandon all varieties of religion and just surrender unto Me. I shall
deliver you from all sinful reaction. Do not fear." As soon as one
surrenders unto the Supreme Personality of Godhead, Krsna, Krsna
immediately relieves one of the reactions of sinful activities. Therefore
one who is not surrendered to the lotus feet of the Lord should be
understood to be sinful, foolish, degraded among men and bereft of all
real knowledge because of atheistic propensities. This is confirmed in

Bhagavad-gita (7.15):

na mam duskrtino midhah
prapadyante naradhamah
mayayapahrta-jiana
asuram bhavam asritah

Therefore, especially in this age of Kali, the mind must be cleansed, and
this is possible only by the chanting of the Hare Krsna maha-mantra.
Ceto-darpana-marjanam [Cc. Antya 20.12]. In this age, the process of
chanting the Hare Krsna maha-mantra is the only method by which to
cleanse the sinful mind. When the mind is completely cleansed of all
sinful reactions, one can then understand his duty in the human form of
life. The Krsna consciousness movement is meant to educate sinful men
so that they may become pious simply by chanting the Hare Krsna
maha-mantra.
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harer nama harer nama

harer namaiva kevalam
kalau nasty eva nasty eva
nasty eva gatir anyatha

[Cc. Adi 17.21]

To cleanse the heart so that one may become sober and wise in this age
of Kali, there is no value to any method other than the chanting of the
Hare Krsna maha-mantra. Prahlada Maharaja has confirmed this process
in previous verses. Tvad-virya-gayana-mahamrta-magna-cittah [SB
7.9.43]. Prahlada further confirms that if one's mind is always absorbed
in thought of Krsna, that very qualification will purify one and keep one
purified always. To understand the Lord and His activities, one must
free his mind from all contamination of the material world, and this one
can achieve by simply chanting the Lord's holy name. Thus one becomes
free from all material bondage.

TEXT 40
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jihvaikato 'cyuta vikarsati mavitrpta
§isno 'myatas tvag-udaram Sravanam kutascit
ghrano 'nyatas capala-drk kva ca karma-saktir
bahvyah sapatnya iva geha-patim lunanti
jihva—the tongue; ekatah—to one side; acyuta—QO my infallible Lord;
vikarsati—attracts; ma—me; avitrptd—not being satisfied; Sisnah—the
genitals; anyatah—to another side; tvak—the skin (for touching a soft
thing); udaram—the belly (for various types of food); sravanam—the
ear (for hearing some sweet music); kutascit—to some other side;
ghranah—the nose (for smelling); anyatah—rto still another side; capala-
drk—the restless eyesight; kva ca—somewhere; karma-saktih—the
active senses; bahvyah—many; sa-patnyah—co-wives; iva—like; geha-
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patim—a householder; lunanti—annihilate.

My dear Lord, O infallible one, my position is like that of a person who
has many wives, all trying to attract him in their own way. For example,
the tongue is attracted to palatable dishes, the genitals to sex with an
attractive woman, and the sense of touch to contact with soft things. The
belly, although filled, still wants to eat more, and the ear, not attempting
to hear about You, is generally attracted to cinema songs. The sense of
smell is attracted to yet another side, the restless eyes are attracted to
scenes of sense gratification, and the active senses are attracted
elsewhere. In this way I am certainly embarrassed.

The human form of life is meant for God realization, but this process,
which begins with $ravanam kirtanam visnoh [SB 7.5.23]—hearing and
chanting of the holy name of the Lord—is disturbed as long as our
senses are materially attracted. Therefore devotional service means
purifying the senses. In the conditioned state our senses are covered by
material sense gratification, and as long as one is not trained in
purifying the senses, one cannot become a devotee. In our Krsna
consciousness movement, therefore, we advise from the very beginning
that one restrict the activities of the senses, especially the tongue, which
is described by Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura as most greedy and
unconquerable. To stop this attraction of the tongue, one is
authoritatively advised not to accept meat or similar uneatable things
nor to allow the tongue to hanker to drink or smoke. Even the drinking
of tea and coffee is not permitted. Similarly, the genitals must be
restricted from illicit sex. Without such restraint of the senses, one
cannot make advancement in Krsna consciousness. The only method of
controlling the senses is to chant and hear the holy name of the Lord;
otherwise, one will always be disturbed, as a householder with more than
one wife would be disturbed by them for sense gratification.

TEXT 41
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evam sva-karma-patitam bhava-vaitaranyam
anyonya-janma-marandsana-bhita-bhitam
pasyafi janam sva-para-vigraha-vaira-maitram
hanteti paracara piprhi miidham adya
evam—in this way; sva-karma-patitam—fallen because of the reactions
of one's own material activities; bhava—compared to the world of
nescience (birth, death, old age and disease); vaitaranyam—in the river
known as Vaitarani (which lies in front of the doorway of Yamaraja, the
superintendent of death); anyah anya—one after another; janma—
birth; marana—death; asana—different types of eating; bhita-bhitam—
being exceedingly afraid; pasyan—seeing; janam—the living entity; sva
—one's own; para—of others; vigraha—in the body; vaira-maitram—
considering friendship and enmity; hanta—alas; iti—in this way;
paracara—QO You, who are on the other side of the river of death; piprhi
—kindly save us all (from this dangerous condition); midham—we are
all foolish, bereft of spiritual knowledge; adya—today (because You are
personally present here).

My dear Lord, You are always transcendentally situated on the other side
of the river of death, but because of the reactions of our own activities,
we are suffering on this side. Indeed, we have fallen into this river and
are repeatedly suffering the pains of birth and death and eating horrible
things. Now kindly look upon us—not only upon me but also upon all
others who are suffering—and by Your causeless mercy and compassion,
deliver us and maintain us.

Prahlada Maharaja, a pure Vaisnava, prays to the Lord not only for
himself but for all other suffering living entities. There are two classes of
Vaisnavas—the bhajananandis and gosthy-anandis. The bhajananandis
worship the Lord only for their own personal benefit, but the gosthy-
anandis try to elevate all others to Krsna consciousness so that they may
be saved. Fools who cannot perceive repeated birth and death and the
other miseries of materialistic life cannot be sure of what will happen to
them in their next birth. Indeed, these foolish, materially contaminated
rascals have manufactured an irresponsible way of life that does not
consider the next life. They do not know that according to one's own
activities, one receives a body selected from 8,400,000 species. These
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rascals have been described in Bhagavad-gita as duskrtino midhabh.
Nondevotees, those who are not Krsna conscious, must engage in sinful
activities, and therefore they are miidhas—fools and rascals. They are
such fools that they do not know what will happen to them in their next
life. Although they see varieties of living creatures eating abominable
things—pigs eating stool, crocodiles eating all kinds of flesh, and so on
—they do not realize that they themselves, because of their practice of
eating all kinds of nonsense in this life, will be destined to eat the most
abominable things in their next life. A Vaisnava is always afraid of such
an abominable life, and to free himself from such horrible conditions, he
engages himself in the devotional service of the Lord. The Lord is
compassionate to them, and therefore He appears for their benefit.

yada yada hi dharmasya
glanir bhavati bharata
abhyutthanam adharmasya
tadatmanam syjamy aham

"Whenever and wherever there is a decline in religious practice, O
descendant of Bharata, and a predominant rise of irreligion—at that
time I descend Myself." (Bg. 4.7) The Lord is always ready to help the
fallen souls, but because they are fools and rascals, they do not take to
Krsna consciousness and abide by the instructions of Krsna. Therefore
although Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu is personally the Supreme Lord,
Krsna, He comes as a devotee to preach the Krsna consciousness
movement. Yare dekha, tare kaha 'krsna’-upadesa. One must therefore
become a sincere servant of Krsna. Amara ajiiaya guru hafia tara’ ei desa
(Cc. Madhya 7.128). One should become a guru and spread Krsna
consciousness all over the world, simply by preaching the teachings of
Bhagavad-gita.

TEXT 42
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ko nv atra te 'khila-guro bhagavan prayasa

uttarane 'sya bhava-sambhava-lopa-hetoh

miidhesu vai mahad-anugraha arta-bandho

kim tena te priya-janan anusevatam nah

kah—what is that; nu—indeed; atra—in this matter; te—of Your
Lordship; akhila-guro—QO supreme spiritual master of the entire
creation; bhagavan—QO Supreme Lord, O Personality of Godhead;
prayasah—endeavor; uttarane—for the deliverance of these fallen souls;
asya—of this; bhava-sambhava—of creation and maintenance; lopa—
and of annihilation; hetoh—of the cause; miidhesu—unto the foolish
persons rotting in this material world; vai—indeed; mahat-anugrahah—
compassion by the Supreme; arta-bandho—O friend of the suffering
living entities; kim—what is the difficulty; tena—with that; te—of Your
Lordship; priya-janan—the dear persons (devotees); anusevatam—of
those always engaged in serving; nah—Ilike us (who are so engaged).

O my Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, original spiritual master
of the entire world, what is the difficulty for You, who manage the affairs
of the universe, in delivering the fallen souls engaged in Your devotional
service? You are the friend of all suffering humanity, and for great
personalities it is necessary to show mercy to the foolish. Therefore 1
think that You will show Your causeless mercy to persons like us, who
engage in Your service.

Here the words priya janan anusevatam nah indicate that the Supreme
Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, is very favorable to devotees
who act according to the instructions of His own pure devotee. In other
words, one must become the servant of the servant of the servant of the
Lord. If one wants to become the servant of the Lord directly, this is not
as fruitful as engaging in the service of the Lord's servant. This is the
direction of Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu, who shows us the way to become
gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah [Cc. Madhya 13.80]. One
should not be proud of becoming directly the servant of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead. Rather, one must seek a pure devotee, a servant
of the Lord, and engage oneself in the service of such a servant. The
more one becomes the servant of the servant, the more one becomes
perfect in devotional service. This is also the injunction of Bhagavad-
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gita: evam parampara-praptam imam rajarsayo viduh [Bg. 4.2]. One can
understand the science of the Supreme Personality of Godhead simply
by the parampara system. In this regard, Srila Narottama dasa Thakura
says, tandera carana sevi bhakta-sane vasa: "Let me serve the lotus feet of
the devotees of the Lord, and let me live with devotees." Janame janame
haya, ei abhilasa. Following Narottama dasa Thakura, one should aspire
to be a servant of the Lord's servant, life after life. Srila Bhaktivinoda
Thakura also sings, tumi ta’ thakura, tomara kukura, baliya janaha more:
"O my Lord, O Vaisnava, please consider me your dog." One must
become the dog of a Vaisnava, a pure devotee, for a pure devotee can
deliver Krsna without difficulty. Krsna se tomara, krsna dite para. Krsna
is the property of His pure devotee, and if we take shelter of a pure
devotee, he can deliver Krsna very easily. Prahlada wants to engage in
the service of a devotee, and therefore he prays to Krsna, "My dear Lord,
kindly give me the shelter of Your very dear devotee so that I may
engage in his service and You may then be pleased." Mad-bhakta-
pitjabhyadhika (SB 11.19.21). The Lord says, "Engaging in the service of
My devotee is better than trying to engage in My devotional service."
Another significant point in this verse is that by devotional service
Prahlada Maharaja does not want to benefit alone. Rather, he prays to
the Lord that all of us fallen souls in this material world may, by the
grace of the Lord, engage in the service of His servant and thus be
delivered. The grace of the Lord is not at all difficult for the Lord to
bestow, and thus Prahlada Mahar3ja wants to save the whole world by
spreading Krsna consciousness.

TEXT 43
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naivodvije para duratyaya-vaitaranyas
tvad-virya-gayana-mahamrta-magna-cittah
Soce tato vimukha-cetasa indriyartha-
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maya-sukhaya bharam udvahato vimiidhan
na—not; eva—-certainly; udvije—I am disturbed or afraid; para—QO
Supreme; duratyaya—insurmountable or very difficult to cross;
vaitaranyah—of the Vaitarani, the river of the material world; tvat-virya
—of Your Lordship's glories and activities; gayana—from chanting or
distributing; maha-amrta—in the great ocean of nectarean spiritual
bliss; magna-cittah—whose consciousness is absorbed; Soce—I am simply
lamenting; tatah—from that; vimukha-cetasah—the fools and rascals
who are bereft of Krsna consciousness; indriya-artha—in sense
gratification; maya-sukhaya—for temporary, illusory happiness; bharam
—the false burden or responsibility (of maintaining one's family, society
and nation and elaborate arrangements for that purpose); udvahatah—
who are lifting (by making grand plans for this arrangement); vimiidhan
—although all of them are nothing but fools and rascals (I am thinking
of them also).

O best of the great personalities, I am not at all afraid of material
existence, for wherever I stay I am fully absorbed in thoughts of Your
glories and activities. My concern is only for the fools and rascals who are
making elaborate plans for material happiness and maintaining their
families, societies and countries. I am simply concerned with love for
them.

Throughout the entire world, everyone is making big, big plans to adjust
the miseries of the material world, and this is true at present, in the past
and in the future. Nonetheless, although they make elaborate political,
social and cultural plans, they have all been described herein as vimiidha
—fools. The material world has been described in Bhagavad-gita as
duhkhalayam asasvatam [Bg. 8.15]—temporary and miserable—Dbut these
fools are trying to turn the material world into sukhalayam, a place of
happiness, not knowing how everything acts by the arrangement of
material nature, which works in her own way.

prakrteh kriyamanani
gunaih karmani sarvasah
ahankara-vimiudhatma
kartaham iti manyate
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"The bewildered spirit soul, under the influence of the three modes of
material nature, thinks himself to be the doer of activities that are in
actuality carried out by nature." (Bg. 3.27)

There is a plan for material nature, personally known as Durga, to
punish the demons. Although the asuras, the godless demons, struggle
for existence, they are directly attacked by the goddess Durga, who is
well equipped with ten hands with different types of weapons to punish
them. She is carried by her lion carrier, or the modes of passion and
ignorance. Everyone struggles very hard to fight through the modes of
passion and ignorance and conquer material nature, but at the end
everyone is vanquished by nature's laws.

There is a river known as Vaitarani between the material and spiritual
worlds, and one must cross this river to reach the other side, or the
spiritual world. This is an extremely difficult task. As the Lord says in
Bhagavad-gita (7.14), daivi hy esa guna-mayi mama maya duratyaya: "This
divine energy of Mine, consisting of the three modes of material nature,
is difficult to overcome." The same word duratyaya, meaning "very
difficult," is used here. Therefore one cannot surpass the stringent laws
of material nature except by the mercy of the Supreme Lord.
Nonetheless, although all materialists are baffled in their plans, they try
again and again to become happy in this material world. Therefore they
have been described as vimiidha—first-class fools. As for Prahlada
Maharaja, he was not at all unhappy, for although he was in the material
world, he was full of Krsna consciousness. Those who are Krsna
conscious, trying to serve the Lord, are not unhappy, whereas one who
has no assets in Krsna consciousness and is struggling for existence is not
only foolish but extremely unhappy also. Prahlada Maharaja was happy
and unhappy simultaneously. He felt happiness and transcendental bliss
because of his being Krsna conscious, yet he felt great unhappiness for
the fools and rascals who make elaborate plans to be happy in this
material world.

TEXT 44
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prayena deva munayah sva-vimukti-kama
maunam caranti vijane na parartha-nisthah
naitan vihaya krpanan vimumuksa eko
nanyam tvad asya Saranam bhramato mupasye
prayena—generally, in almost all cases; deva—QO my Lord; munayah—
the great saintly persons; sva—personal, own; vimukti-kamah—
ambitious for liberation from this material world; maunam—silently;
caranti—they wander (in places like the Himalayan forests, where they
have no touch with the activities of the materialists); vijane—in solitary
places; na—not; para-artha-nisthah—interested in working for others by
giving them the benefit of the Krsna consciousness movement, by
enlightening them with Krsna consciousness; na—not; etan—these;
vihaya—Ileaving aside; krpanan—fools and rascals (engaged in
materialistic activity who do not know the benefit of the human form of
life); vimumukse—I desire to be liberated and to return home, back to
Godhead; ekah—alone; na—not; anyam—other; tvat—but for You; asya
—of this; Saranam—shelter; bhramatah—of the living entity rotating
and wandering throughout the material universes; anupasye—do I see.

My dear Lord Nrsimhadeva, I see that there are many saintly persons
indeed, but they are interested only in their own deliverance. Not caring
for the big cities and towns, they go to the Himalayas or the forest to
meditate with vows of silence [mauna-vrata]. They are not interested in
delivering others. As for me, however, 1 do not wish to be liberated alone,
leaving aside all these poor fools and rascals. I know that without Krsna
consciousness, without taking shelter of Your lotus feet, one cannot be
happy. Therefore 1 wish to bring them back to shelter at Your lotus feet.
This is the decision of the Vaisnava, the pure devotee of the Lord. For
himself he has no problems, even if he has to stay in this material world,
because his only business is to remain in Krsna consciousness. The Krsna
conscious person can go even to hell and still be happy. Therefore
Prahlada Maharaja said, naivodvije para duratyaya-vaitaranyah: "O best
of the great personalities, I am not at all afraid of material existence."
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The pure devotee is never unhappy in any condition of life. This is
confirmed in Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.17.28):

narayana-parah sarve

na kutascana bibhyati
svargapavarga-narakesv

api tulyartha-darsinah

"Devotees solely engaged in the devotional service of the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, Narayana, never fear any condition of life. For
them the heavenly planets, liberation and the hellish planets are all the
same, for such devotees are interested only in the service of the Lord."

For a devotee, being situated in the heavenly planets and being in the
hellish planets are equal, for a devotee lives neither in heaven nor in
hell but with Krsna in the spiritual world. The secret of success for the
devotee is not understood by the karmis and jianis. Karmis therefore try
to be happy by material adjustment, and jiianis want to be happy by
becoming one with the Supreme. The devotee has no such interest. He is
not interested in so-called meditation in the Himalayas or the forest.
Rather, his interest is in the busiest part of the world, where he teaches
people Krsna consciousness. The Krsna consciousness movement was
started for this purpose. We do not teach one to meditate in a secluded
place just so that one may show that he has become very much advanced
and may be proud of his so-called transcendental meditation, although
he engages in all sorts of foolish materialistic activity. A Vaisnava like
Prahlada Maharaja is not interested in such a bluff of spiritual
advancement. Rather, he is interested in enlightening people in Krsna
consciousness because that is the only way for them to become happy.
Prahlada Maharaja says clearly, nanyam tvad asya saranam bhramato
'nupasye: "l know that without Krsna consciousness, without taking
shelter of Your lotus feet, one cannot be happy." One wanders within
the universe, life after life, but by the grace of a devotee, a servant of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, one can get the clue to Krsna consciousness and
then not only become happy in this world but also return home, back to
Godhead. That is the real target in life. The members of the Krsna
consciousness movement are not at all interested in so-called meditation
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in the Himalayas or the forest, where one will only make a show of
meditation, nor are they interested in opening many schools for yoga
and meditation in the cities. Rather, every member of the Krsna
consciousness movement is interested in going door to door to try to
convince people about the teachings of Bhagavad-gita As It Is, the
teachings of Lord Caitanya. That is the purpose of the Hare Krsna
movement. The members of the Krsna consciousness movement must be
fully convinced that without Krsna one cannot be happy. Thus the
Krsna conscious person avoids all kinds of pseudo spiritualists,
transcendentalists, meditators, monists, philosophers and
philanthropists.

TEXT 45
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yan maithunadi-grhamedhi-sukham hi tuccham
kandiiyanena karayor iva duhkha-duhkham
trpyanti neha krpana bahu-duhkha-bhajah
kandiitivan manasijam visaheta dhirah

yat—that which (is meant for material sense gratification); maithuna-
adi—represented by talking of sex, reading sexual literature or enjoying
sex life (at home or outside, as in a club); grhamedhi-sukham—all types
of material happiness based on attachment to family, society, friendship,
etc.; hi—indeed; tuccham—insignificant; kandiiyanena—with the
itching; karayoh—of the two hands (to relieve the itching); iva—Ilike;
duhkha-duhkham—different types of unhappiness (into which one is put
after such itching sense gratification); trpyanti—become satisfied; na—
never; tha—in material sense gratification; krpanah—the foolish
persons; bahu-duhkha-bhajah—subjected to various types of material
unhappiness; kandiiti-vat—if one can learn from such itching; manasi-
jam—which is simply a mental concoction (actually there is no
happiness); visaheta—and tolerates (such itching); dhirah—(he can
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become) a most perfect, sober person.

Sex life is compared to the rubbing of two hands to relieve an itch.
Grhamedhis, so-called grhasthas who have no spiritual knowledge, think
that this itching is the greatest platform of happiness, although actually it
is a source of distress. The krpanas, the fools who are just the opposite of
brahmanas, are not satisfied by repeated sensuous enjoyment. Those who
are dhira, however, who are sober and who tolerate this itching, are not
subjected to the sufferings of fools and rascals.

Materialists think that sexual indulgence is the greatest happiness in
this material world, and therefore they make elaborate plans to satisfy
their senses, especially the genitals. This is generally found everywhere,
and specifically found in the Western world, where there are regular
arrangements to satisfy sex life in different ways. Actually, however, this
has not made anyone happy. Even the hippies, who have given up all the
materialistic comforts of their fathers and grandfathers, cannot give up
the sensational happiness of sex life. Such persons are described here as
krpanas, misers. The human form of life is a great asset, for in this life
one can fulfill the goal of existence. Unfortunately, however, because of
a lack of education and culture, people are victimized by the false
happiness of sex life. Prahlada Maharaja therefore advises one not to be
misled by this civilization of sense gratification, and especially not by sex
life. Rather, one should be sober, avoid sense gratification and be Krsna
conscious. The lusty person, who is compared to a foolish miser, never
gets happiness by sense gratification. The influence of material nature is
very difficult to surpass, but as stated by Krsna in Bhagavad-gita (7.14),
mam eva ye prapadyante, mayam etam taranti te: if one voluntarily
submits to the lotus feet of Krsna, he can be saved very easily.

In reference to the low-grade happiness of sex life, Yamunacarya says in
this connection:

yad-avadhi mama cetah krsna-padaravinde
nava-nava-rasa-dhamany udyatam rantum asit

tad-avadhi bata nari-sangame smaryamane
bhavati mukha-vikarah susthu nisthivanam ca

"Since I have been engaged in the transcendental loving service of
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Krsna, realizing ever-new pleasure in Him, whenever I think of sex
pleasure, I spit at the thought, and my lips curl with distaste."
Yamunacarya had formerly been a great king who enjoyed sexual
happiness in various ways, but since he later engaged himself in the
service of the Lord, he enjoyed spiritual bliss and hated to think of sex
life. If sexual thoughts came to him, he would spit with disgust.

TEXT 46

mauna-vrata-sruta-tapo-'dhyayana-sva-dharma-
vyakhya-raho-japa-samadhaya apavargyah
prayah param purusa te tv ajitendriyananm
varta bhavanty uta na vatra tu dambhikanam

mauna—silence; vrata—vows; Sruta—Vedic knowledge; tapah—
austerity; adhyayana—study of scripture; sva-dharma—executing
varnasrama-dharma; vyakhya—explaining the Sastras; rahah—Iliving in
a solitary place; japa—chanting or reciting mantras; samadhayah—
remaining in trance; apavargyah—these are ten types of activities for
advancing on the path of liberation; prayah—generally; param—the
only means; purusa—QO my Lord; te—all of them; tu—but; ajita-
indriyanam—of persons who cannot control the senses; vartah—means
of living; bhavanti—are; uta—so it is said; na—not; vai—or; atra—in
this connection; tu—Dbut; dambhikanam—of persons who are falsely
proud.

O Supreme Personality of Godhead, there are ten prescribed methods on
the path to liberation—to remain silent, not to speak to anyone, to
observe vows, to amass all kinds of Vedic knowledge, to undergo
austerities, to study the Vedas and other Vedic literatures, to execute the
duties of varnasrama-dharma, to explain the §astras, to stay in a solitary
place, to chant mantras silently, and to be absorbed in trance. These
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different methods for liberation are generally only a professional practice
and means of livelihood for those who have not conquered their senses.
Because such persons are falsely proud, these procedures may not be
successful.

As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam (6.1.15):

kecit kevalaya bhaktya
vasudeva-parayanah
agham dhunvanti kartsnyena
niharam iva bhaskarah

"Only a rare person who has adopted complete, unalloyed devotional
service to Krsna can uproot the weeds of sinful actions with no
possibility that they will revive. He can do this simply by discharging
devotional service, just as the sun can immediately dissipate fog by its
rays." The real purpose of human life is to attain liberation from material
entanglement. Such liberation may be achieved by many methods
(tapasa brahmacaryena samena ca damena ca [SB 6.1.13]), but all of them
more or less depend on tapasya, austerity, which begins with celibacy.
Sukadeva Gosvami says that those who are vasudeva-parayana, who have
fully surrendered to the lotus feet of Lord Vasudeva, Krsna,
automatically achieve the results of mauna (silence), vrata (vows) and
other such methods simply by discharging devotional service. In other
words, these methods are not so powerful. If one takes to devotional
service, all of them are very easily performed.

Mauna, for example, does not mean that one should just stop speaking.
The tongue is meant for speaking, although sometimes, to make a big
show, a person remains silent. There are many who observe silence some
day in a week. Vaisnavas, however, do not observe such silence. Silence
means not speaking foolishly. Speakers at assemblies, conferences and
meetings generally speak foolishly like toads. This is described by Srila
Riipa Gosvami as vaco vegam. One who wants to say something can show
himself to be a big orator, but rather than go on speaking nonsense,
better to remain silent. This method of silence, therefore, is
recommended for persons very attached to speaking nonsense. One who
is not a devotee must speak nonsensically because he does not have the
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power to speak about the glories of Krsna. Thus whatever he says is
influenced by the illusory energy and is compared to the croaking of a
frog. One who speaks about the glories of the Lord, however, has no
need to be silent. Caitanya Mahaprabhu recommends, kirtaniyah sada
harih: [Cc. Adi 17.31] one should go on chanting the glories of the Lord
twenty-four hours a day. There is no question of becoming mauna, or
silent.

The ten processes for liberation or improvement on the path of
liberation are not meant for the devotees. Kevalaya bhaktya: if one
simply engages in devotional service to the Lord, all ten methods of
liberation are automatically observed. Prahlada Maharaja's proposal is
that such processes may be recommended for the gjitendriya, those who
cannot conquer their senses. Devotees, however, have already
conquered their senses. Sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam tat-paratvena nirmalam:
[Cc. Madhya 19.170] a devotee is already freed from material
contamination. Srila Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvati Thakura therefore said:

dusta mana! tumi kisera vaisnava?
pratisthara tare, nirjanera ghare,
tava hari-nama kevala kaitava

There are many who like to chant the Hare Krsna mantra in a silent,
solitary place, but if one is not interested in preaching, talking
constantly to the nondevotees, the influence of the modes of nature is
very difficult to surpass. Therefore unless one is extremely advanced in
Krsna consciousness, one should not imitate Haridasa Thakura, who had
no other business than chanting the holy name always, twenty-four
hours a day. Prahlada Maharaja does not condemn such a process; he
accepts it, but without active service to the Lord, simply by such
methods one generally cannot attain liberation. One cannot attain
liberation simply by false pride.

TEXT 47
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ritpe ime sad-asati tava veda-srste
bijankurav iva na canyad aripakasya
yuktah samaksam ubhayatra vicaksante tvam
yogena vahnim iva darusu nanyatah syat
ritpe—in the forms; ime—these two; sat-asati—the cause and the effect;
tava—Your; veda-syste—explained in the Vedas; bija-ankurau—rthe seed
and the sprout; iva—Ilike; na—never; ca—also; anyat—any other;
aritpakasya—of You, who possess no material form; yuktah—those
engaged in Your devotional service; samaksam—before the very eyes;
ubhayatra—in both ways (spiritually and materially); vicaksante—can
actually see; tvam—You; yogena—simply by the method of devotional
service; vahnim—fire; iva—like; darusu—in wood; na—not; anyatah—
from any other means; syat—it is possible.

By authorized Vedic knowledge one can see that the forms of cause and
effect in the cosmic manifestation belong to the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, for the cosmic manifestation is His energy. Both cause and
effect are nothing but energies of the Lord. Therefore, O my Lord, just as
a wise man, by considering cause and effect, can see how fire pervades
wood, those engaged in devotional service understand how You are both
the cause and effect.

As described in previous verses, many so-called students of spiritual
understanding follow the ten different methods known as mauna-vrata-
$ruta-tapo-'dhyayana-sva-dharma-vyakhya-raho japa-samadhayah [SB
7.9.46]. These may be very attractive, but by following such methods, one
cannot actually understand the real cause and effect and the original
cause of everything (janmady asya yatah [SB 1.1.1]). The original source of
everything is the Supreme Personality of Godhead Himself (sarva-
karana-karanam). This original source of everything is Krsna, the
supreme ruler. ISvarah paramah krsnah sac-cid-ananda-vigrahah [Bs. 5.1].
He has His eternal spiritual form. Indeed, He is the root of everything
(bijarh mam sarva-bhatanam [Bg. 7.10]). Whatever manifestations exist,
their cause is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. This cannot be
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understood by so-called silence or by any other hodgepodge method. The
supreme cause can be understood only by devotional service, as stated in
Bhagavad-gita (bhaktya mam abhijanati [Bg. 18.55]). Elsewhere in
Srimad-Bhagavatam (11.14.21), the Supreme Godhead personally says,
bhaktyaham ekaya grahyah: one can understand the original cause of all
causes, the Supreme Person, only by devotional service, not by show-
bottle exhibitionism.

. TEXT 48
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tvarm vayur agnir avanir viyad ambu matrah
pranendriyani hrdayam cid anugrahas ca

sarvam tvam eva saguno vigunas ca bhiitman

nanyat tvad asty api mano-vacasa niruktam
tvam—7You (are); vayuh—air; agnih—fire; avanih—earth; viyat—sky;
ambu—water; matrah—the sense objects; prana—the life airs; indriyani
—the senses; hrdayam—the mind; cit—consciousness; anugrahah ca—
and false ego or the demigods; sarvam—everything; tvtam—You; eva—
only; sa-gunah—material nature with its three modes; vigunah—the
spiritual spark and Supersoul, which are beyond material nature; ca—
and; bhitman—O my great Lord; na—not; anyat—other; tvat—than
You; asti—is; api—although; manah-vacasa—by mind and words;
niruktam—everything manifested.

O Supreme Lord, You are actually the air, the earth, fire, sky and water.
You are the objects of sense perception, the life airs, the five senses, the
mind, consciousness and false ego. Indeed, You are everything, subtle and
gross. The material elements and anything expressed, either by the words
or by the mind, are nothing but You.

This is the all-pervasive conception of the Supreme Personality of
Godhead, which explains how He spreads everywhere and anywhere.
Sarvam khalv idam brahma: everything is Brahman—the Supreme
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Brahman, Krsna. Nothing exists without Him. As the Lord says in
Bhagavad-gita (9.4):

maya tatam idam sarvam
jagad avyakta-miirtina

mat-sthani sarva-bhiitani

na caham tesv avasthitah

"l exist everywhere, and everything exists in Me, yet I am not visible
everywhere." The Lord can be visible only through devotional service.
Tatra tisthami narada yatra gayanti mad-bhaktah: the Supreme Lord
stays only where His devotees chant His glories.

TEXT 49
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naite gund na gunino mahad-adayo ye
sarve manah prabhrtayah sahadeva-martyah

ady-antavanta urugaya vidanti hi tvam

evam vimrSya sudhiyo viramanti Sabdat
na—neither; ete—all these; gunah—three qualities of material nature;
na—nor; guninah—the predominating deities of the three modes of
material nature (namely Lord Brahma, the predominating deity of
passion, and Lord Siva, the predominating deity of ignorance); mahat-
adayah—the five elements, the senses and the sense objects; ye—those
which; sarve—all; manah—the mind; prabhrtayah—and so on; saha-
deva-martyah—with the demigods and the mortal human beings; adi-
anta-vantah—who all have a beginning and end; urugaya—QO Supreme
Lord, who are glorified by all saintly persons; vidanti—understand; hi—
indeed; tvam—Your Lordship; evam—thus; vimrsya—considering;
sudhiyah—all wise men; viramanti—cease; Sabdat—from studying or
understanding the Vedas.
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Neither the three modes of material nature [sattva-guna, rajo-guna and
tamo-guna], nor the predominating deities controlling these three modes,
nor the five gross elements, nor the mind, nor the demigods nor the
human beings can understand Your Lordship, for they are all subjected to
birth and annihilation. Considering this, the spiritually advanced have
taken to devotional service. Such wise men hardly bother with Vedic
study. Instead, they engage themselves in practical devotional service.

As stated in several places, bhaktya mam abhijanati: [Bg. 18.55] only by
devotional service can the Supreme Lord be understood. The intelligent
person, the devotee, does not bother much about the practices
mentioned in text 46 (mauna-vrata-sruta-tapo-'dhyayana-sva-dharma
[SB 7.9.46]). After understanding the Supreme Lord through devotional
service, such devotees are no longer interested in studies of the Vedas.
Indeed, this is confirmed in the Vedas also. The Vedas say, kim artha
vayam adhyesyamahe kim artha vayam vaksyamahe. What is the use of
studying so many Vedic literatures? What is the use of explaining them
in different ways? Vayam vaksyamahe. No one needs to study any more
Vedic literatures, nor does anyone need to describe them by
philosophical speculation. Bhagavad-gita (2.52) also says:

yada te moha-kalilam

buddhir vyatitarisyati

tada gantasi nirvedam
Srotavyasya Srutasya ca

When one understands the Supreme Personality of Godhead by
executing devotional service, one ceases the practice of studying the
Vedic literature. Elsewhere it is said, aradhito yadi haris tapasa tatah kim
[Narada-paficaratral. If one can understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead and engage in His service, there is no more need of severe
austerities, penances and so on. However, if after performing severe
austerities and penances one does not understand the Supreme
Personality of Godhead, such practices are useless.

TEXT 50
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tat te 'rhattama namah stuti-karma-piijah
karma smrtis caranayoh Sravanam kathayam
samsevayda tvayi vineti sad-angaya kim

bhaktim janah paramahamsa-gatau labheta
tat—therefore; te—unto You; arhat-tama—QO supreme of all
worshipable persons; namah—respectful obeisances; stuti-karma-piijah—
worshiping Your Lordship by offering prayers and other devotional
activities; karma—activities being dedicated to You; smrtih—constant
remembrance; caranayoh—of Your lotus feet; Sravanam—always
hearing; kathayam—in topics (about You); samsevaya—such devotional
service; tvayi—unto You; vina—without; iti—thus; sat-angaya—having
six different parts; kim—how; bhaktim—devotional service; janah—a
person; paramahamsa-gatau—obtainable by the paramahamsa; labheta—
may attain.

Therefore, O Supreme Personality of Godhead, the best of all persons to
whom prayers are offered, I offer my respectful obeisances unto You
because without rendering six kinds of devotional service unto You—
offering prayers, dedicating all the results of activities, worshiping You,
working on Your behalf, always remembering Your lotus feet and hearing
about Your glories—who can achieve that which is meant for the
paramahamsas?

The Vedas enjoin: nayam atma pravacanena labhyo na medhaya na
bahuna srutena. One cannot understand the Supreme Personality of
Godhead simply by studying the Vedas and offering prayers. Only by the
grace of the Supreme Lord can one understand Him. The process of
understanding the Lord, therefore, is bhakti. Without bhakti, simply
following the Vedic injunctions to understand the Absolute Truth will
not be helpful at all. The process of bhakti is understood by the
paramahamsa, one who has accepted the essence of everything. The
results of bhakti are reserved for such a paramahamsa, and this stage
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cannot be obtained by any Vedic process other than devotional service.
Other processes, such as jiana and yoga, can be successful only when
mixed with bhakti. When we speak of jiana-yoga, karma-yoga and
dhyana-yoga the word yoga indicates bhakti. Bhakti-yoga, or buddhi-yoga,
executed with intelligence and full knowledge, is the only successful
method for going back home, back to Godhead. If one wants to be
liberated from the pangs of material existence, he should take to
devotional service for quick attainment of this goal.

TEXT 2
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$ri-prahrada uvaca
ma mam pralobhayotpattya
saktamkamesu tair varaih
tat-sanga-bhito nirvinno

mumuksus tvam upasritah
$ri-prahradah wvaca—Prahlada Maharaja said (to the Supreme
Personality of Godhead); ma—please do not; mam—me; pralobhaya—
allure; utpattya—Dbecause of my birth (in a demoniac family); saktam—(I
am already) attached; kamesu—to material enjoyment; taith—by all
those; varaih—benedictions of material possessions; tat-sanga-bhitah—
being afraid of such material association; nirvinnah—completely
detached from material desires; mumuksuh—desiring to be liberated
from material conditions of life; tvam—unto Your lotus feet; upasricah—
I have taken shelter.

Prahlada Maharaja said: My dear Lord, O Supreme Personality of
Godhead, because I was born in an atheistic family I am naturally
attached to material enjoyment. Therefore, kindly do not tempt me with
these illusions. I am very much afraid of material conditions, and I desire
to be liberated from materialistic life. It is for this reason that I have
taken shelter of Your lotus feet.

Materialistic life means attachment to the body and everything in
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relationship to the body. This attachment is based on lusty desires for
sense gratification, specifically sexual enjoyment. Kamais tais tair hrta-
jianah: [Bg. 7.20] when one is too attached to material enjoyment, he is
bereft of all knowledge (hrta jianah). As stated in Bhagavad-gita, those
who are attached to material enjoyment are mostly inclined to worship
the demigods to procure various material opulences. They are especially
attached to worship of the goddess Durga and Lord Siva because this
transcendental couple can offer their devotees all material opulence.
Prahlada Maharaja, however, was detached from all material enjoyment.
He therefore took shelter of the lotus feet of Lord Nrsirhhadeva, and not
the feet of any demigod. It is to be understood that if one really wants
release from this material world, from the threefold miseries and from
janma-mrtyu jara-vyadhi [Bg. 13.9] (birth, death, old age and disease),
one must take shelter of the Supreme Personality of Godhead, for
without the Supreme Personality of Godhead one cannot get release
from materialistic life. Atheistic men are very much attached to material
enjoyment. Therefore if they get some opportunity to achieve more and
more material enjoyment, they take it. Prahlada Maharaja, however, was
very careful in this regard. Although born of a materialistic father,
because he was a devotee he had no material desires (anyabhilasita-
sanyam [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu *1.1.11]).

TEXT 3
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jiana-karmady-anavream
anukiilyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord
Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through
fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure
devotional service." Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11
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bhaktam kamesv acodayat
bhavan samsara-bijesu

hrdaya-granthisu prabho
bhrtya-laksana-jijiiasuh—desiring to exhibit the symptoms of a pure
devotee; bhaktam—the devotee; kamesu—in the material world, where
lusty desires predominate; acodayat—has sent; bhavan—Your Lordship;
samsdra-bijesu—the root cause of being present in this material world;
hrdaya-granthisu—which (desire for material enjoyment) is in the cores
of the hearts of all conditioned souls; prabho—QO my worshipable Lord.

O my worshipable Lord, because the seed of lusty desires, which is the
root cause of material existence, is within the core of everyone's heart,
You have sent me to this material world to exhibit the symptoms of a
pure devotee.

Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu has given considerable discussion about nitya-
siddha and sadhana-siddha devotees. Nitya-siddha devotees come from
Vaikuntha to this material world to teach, by their personal example,
how to become a devotee. The living entities in this material world can
take lessons from such nitya-siddha devotees and thus become inclined
to return home, back to Godhead. A nitya-siddha devotee comes from
Vaikuntha upon the order of the Supreme Personality of Godhead and
shows by his example how to become a pure devotee (anyabhilasita-
sanyam [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu °1.1.11]). In spite of coming to this
material world, the nitya-siddha devotee is never attracted by the
allurements of material enjoyment. A perfect example is Prahlada
Maharaja, who was a nitya-siddha, a maha-bhagavata devotee. Although

5anyabhilasita-sunyam
jiana-karmady-anavream
anukiilyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord
Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through
fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure
devotional service." Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11
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Prahlada was born in the family of Hiranyakasipu, an atheist, he was
never attached to any kind of materialistic enjoyment. Desiring to
exhibit the symptoms of a pure devotee, the Lord tried to induce
Prahlada Maharaja to take material benedictions, but Prahlada Maharaja
did not accept them. On the contrary, by his personal example he
showed the symptoms of a pure devotee. In other words, the Lord
Himself has no desire to send His pure devotee to this material world,
nor does a devotee have any material purpose in coming. When the Lord
Himself appears as an incarnation within this material world, He is not
allured by the material atmosphere, and He has nothing to do with
material activity, yet by His example He teaches the common man how
to become a devotee. Similarly, a devotee who comes here in accordance
with the order of the Supreme Lord shows by his personal behavior how
to become a pure devotee. A pure devotee, therefore, is a practical
example for all living entities, including Lord Brahma.

TEXT 4
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nanyatha te 'khila-guro
ghateta karunatmanah
yas ta asisa asaste
na sa bhrtyah sa vai vanik

na—not; anyatha—otherwise; te—of You; akhila-guro—QO supreme
instructor of the entire creation; ghateta—such a thing can happen;
karuna-atmanah—the Supreme Person, who is extremely kind to His
devotees; yah—any person who; te—from You; asisah—material
benefits; asaste—desires (in exchange for serving You); na—not; sah—
such a person; bhrtyah—a servitor; sah—such a person; vai—indeed;
vanik—a merchant (who wants to get material profit from his business).

Otherwise, O my Lord, O supreme instructor of the entire world, You are
so kind to Your devotee that You could not induce him to do something
unbeneficial for him. On the other hand, one who desires some material
benefit in exchange for devotional service cannot be Your pure devotee.
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Indeed, he is no better than a merchant who wants profit in exchange for
service.

It is sometimes found that one comes to a devotee or a temple of the
Lord just to get some material benefit. Such a person is described here as
a mercantile man. Bhagavad-gita speaks of arto jijiasur artharthi. The
word drta refers to one who is physically distressed, and artharthi refers
to one in need of money. Such persons are forced to approach the
Supreme Personality of Godhead for mitigation of their distress or to get
some money by the benediction of the Lord. They have been described
as sukrti, pious, because in their distress or need for money they have
approached the Supreme Lord. Unless one is pious, one cannot approach
the Supreme Personality of Godhead. However, although a pious man
may receive some material benefit, one who is concerned with material
benefits cannot be a pure devotee. When a pure devotee receives
material opulences, this is not because of his pious activity but for the
service of the Lord. When one engages in devotional service, one is
automatically pious. Therefore, a pure devotee is anyabhilasita-sianyam
[Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu °1.1.11]. He has no desire for material profit, nor
does the Lord induce him to try to profit materially. When a devotee
needs something, the Supreme Personality of Godhead supplies it (yoga-
ksemarm vahamy aham [Bg. 9.22]).

Sometimes materialists go to a temple to offer flowers and fruit to the
Lord because they have learned from Bhagavad-gita that if a devotee
offers some flowers and fruits, the Lord accepts them. In Bhagavad-gita

(9.26) the Lord says:

patram puspam phalam toyam

6anyabhilasita-sinyam
jiana-karmady-anavream
anukiilyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord
Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through
fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure
devotional service." Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11
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yo me bhaktya prayacchati
tad aham bhakty-upahrtam
asnami prayatatmanah

"If one offers Me with love and devotion a leaf, a flower, fruit or water, I
will accept it." Thus a man with a mercantile mentality thinks that if he
can get some material benefit, like a large amount of money, simply by
offering a little fruit and flower, this is good business. Such persons are
not accepted as pure devotees. Because their desires are not purified,
they are still mercantile men, even though they go to temples to make a
show of being devotees. Sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam tat-paratvena
nirmalam: [Cc. Madhya 19.170] only when one is fully freed from
material desires can one be purified, and only in that purified state can
one serve the Lord. Hrsikena hrsikesa-sevanam bhaktir ucyate. This is the
pure devotional platform.
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asasano na vai bhrtyah
svaminy asisa atmanah
na svami bhrtyatah svamyam
icchan yo rati casisah

asasanah—a person who desires (in exchange for service); na—not; vai
—indeed; bhrtyah—a qualified servant or pure devotee of the Lord;
svamini—from the master; asisash—material benefit; atmanah—for
personal sense gratification; na—nor; svami—the master; bhrtyatah—
from the servant; svamyam—the prestigious position of being the
master; icchan—desiring; yah—any such master who; rati—bestows; ca
—also; asisah—material profit.

A servant who desires material profits from his master is certainly not a
qualified servant or pure devotee. Similarly, a master who bestows
benedictions upon his servant because of a desire to maintain a prestigious
position as master is also not a pure master.
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As stated in Bhagavad-gita (7.20), kamais tais tair hrta jianah
prapadyante mya-devatah. "Those whose minds are distorted by material
desires surrender unto demigods." A demigod cannot become master, for
the real master is the Supreme Personality of Godhead. The demigods, to
keep their prestigious positions, bestow upon their worshipers whatever
benedictions the worshipers want. For example, once it was found that
an asura took a benediction from Lord Siva by which the asura would be
able to kill someone simply by placing his hands on that person's head.
Such benedictions are possible to receive from the demigods. If one
worships the Supreme Personality of Godhead, however, the Lord will
never offer him such condemned benedictions. On the contrary, it is
said in the Srimad-Bhagavatam (10.88.8), yasyaham anugrhnami harisye
tad-dhanam Sanaih. If one is too materialistic but at the same time wants
to be a servant of the Supreme Lord, the Lord, because of His supreme
compassion for the devotee, takes away all his material opulences and
obliges him to be a pure devotee of the Lord. Prahlada Maharaja
distinguishes between the pure devotee and the pure master. The Lord is
the pure master, the supreme master, whereas an unalloyed devotee with
no material motives is the pure servant. One who has materialistic
motivations cannot become a servant, and one who unnecessarily
bestows benedictions upon his servant to keep his own prestigious
position is not a real master.
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aham tv akamas tvad-bhaktas
tvam ca svamy anapasrayah
nanyathehavayor artho
raja-sevakayor iva
aham—as far as [ am concerned; tu—indeed; akamah—without material
desire; tvat-bhaktah—fully attached to You without motivation; tvam ca
—Your Lordship also; svami—the real master; anapasrayah—without
motivation (You do not become the master with motivation); na—not;
anyatha—without being in such a relationship as master and servant;
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tha—here; avayoh—our; arthah—any motivation (the Lord is the pure
master, and Prahlada Mahar3ja is the pure devotee with no materialistic
motivation); raja—of a king; sevakayoh—and the servitor; iva—Ilike
(just as a king exacts taxes for the benefit of the servant or the citizens
pay taxes for the benefit of the king).

O my Lord, I am Your unmotivated servant, and You are my eternal
master. There is no need of our being anything other than master and
servant. You are naturally my master, and I am naturally Your servant.
We have no other relationship.

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said, jivera 'svariipa’ haya-krsnera 'nitya-
dasa’: [Cc. Madhya 20.108] every living being is eternally a servant of the
Supreme Lord, Krsna. Lord Krsna says in Bhagavad-gita (5.29),
bhoktaram yajiia-tapasam sarva-loka-mahesvaram: "l am the proprietor of
all planets, and I am the supreme enjoyer." This is the natural position of
the Lord, and the natural position of the living being is to surrender
unto Him (sarva-dharman parityajya mam ekam saranam vraja [Bg.
18.66]). If this relationship continues, then real happiness exists
eternally between the master and servant. Unfortunately, when this
eternal relationship is disturbed, the living entity wants to become
separately happy and thinks that the master is his order supplier. In this
way there cannot be happiness. Nor should the master cater to the
desires of the servant. If he does, he is not the real master. The real
master commands, "You must do this," and the real servant immediately
obeys the order. Unless this relationship between the Supreme Lord and
the subordinate living entity is established, there can be no real
happiness. The living entity is asraya, always subordinate, and the
Supreme Personality of Godhead is visaya, the supreme objective, the
goal of life. Unfortunate persons trapped in this material world do not
know this. Na te viduh svartha-gatim hi visnum: [SB 7.5.31] illusioned by
the material energy, everyone in this material world is unaware that the
only aim of life is to approach Lord Visnu.

aradhanananm sarvesam
visnor aradhanam param
tasmat parataram devi
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tadiyanam samarcanam

In the Padma Purana Lord Siva explains to his wife, Parvati, the goddess
Durga, that the highest goal of life is to satisfy Lord Visnu, who can be
satisfied only when His servant is satisfied. Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
therefore teaches, gopi-bhartuh pada-kamalayor dasa-dasanudasah [Cec.
Madhya 13.80]. One must become a servant of the servant. Prahlada
Maharaja also prayed to Lord Nrsimhadeva that he might be engaged as
the servant of the Lord's servant. This is the prescribed method of
devotional service. As soon as a devotee wants the Supreme Personality
of Godhead to be his order supplier, the Lord immediately refuses to
become the master of such a motivated devotee. In Bhagavad-gita (4.11)
the Lord says, ye yatha mam prapadyante tams tathaiva bhajamy aham.
"As one surrenders unto Me, I reward him accordingly." Materialistic
persons are generally inclined to material profits. As long as one
continues in such an adulterated position, he does not receive the
benefit of returning home, back to Godhead.

TEXT 7
I S | FHM TS G |
P STERIG HATE] o SR 1l © |

yadi dasyasi me kaman
varams tvam varadarsabha
kamanam hrdy asarmroham
bhavatas tu vrne varam
yadi—if; dasyasi—want to give; me—me; kaman—anything desirable;
varan—as Your benediction; tvam—You; varada-rsabha—QO Supreme
Personality of Godhead, who can give any benediction; kamanam—of
all desires for material happiness; hrdi—within the core of my heart;
asamroham—no growth; bhava tah—from You; tu—then; vrne—I pray
for; varam—such a benediction.

O my Lord, best of the givers of benediction, if You at all want to bestow
a desirable benediction upon me, then I pray from Your Lordship that
within the core of my heart there be no material desires.

105



Lord Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu taught us how to pray for benedictions
from the Lord. He said:

na dhanam na janam na sundarim
kavitam va jagad-isa kamaye
mama janmani janmanisvare
bhavatad bhaktir ahaituki tvayi
[Cc. Antya 20.29, Siksastaka 4]

"O my Lord, I do not want from You any amount of wealth, nor many
followers, nor a beautiful wife, for these are all materialistic desires. But
if I have to ask You for any benediction, I pray that in whatever forms of
life I may take my birth, under any circumstances, I will not be bereft of
Your transcendental devotional service." Devotees are always on the
positive platform, in contrast to the Mayavadis, who want to make
everything impersonal or void. One cannot remain void (Sianyavadi);
rather, one must possess something. Therefore, the devotee, on the
positive side, wants to possess something, and this possession is very
nicely described by Prahlada Maharaja, who says, "If I must take some
benediction from You, I pray that within the core of my heart there may
be no material desires." The desire to serve the Supreme Personality of
Godhead is not at all material.

TEXT 8
Sf~cIfor 7: Jo7 S e gty |
gt dfieds: Sfa: 8 I8 T SN S )

indriyani manah prana
atma dharmo dhrtir matih
hrih $ris tejah smrtih satyam

yasya nasyanti janmand
indriyani—the senses; manah—the mind; pranah—the life air; atma—
the body; dharmah—religion; dhrtih—patience; matih—intelligence;
hrth—shyness; srih—opulence; tejah—strength; smrtih—memory;
satyam—truthfulness; yasya—of which lusty desires; nasyanti—are
vanquished; janmana—from the very beginning of birth.
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O my Lord, because of lusty desires from the very beginning of one's
birth, the functions of one's senses, mind, life, body, religion, patience,
intelligence, shyness, opulence, strength, memory and truthfulness are
vanquished.

As stated in Srimad-Bhagavatam, kamarm hrd-rogam. Materialistic life
means that one is afflicted by a formidable disease called lusty desire.
Liberation means freedom from lusty desires because it is only due to
such desires that one must accept repeated birth and death. As long as
one's lusty desires are unfulfilled, one must take birth after birth to
fulfill them. Because of material desires, therefore, one performs various
types of activities and receives various types of bodies with which to try
to fulfill desires that are never satisfied. The only remedy is to take to
devotional service, which begins when one is free from all material
desires. Anyabhilasita-sinyam [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu '1.1.11]. Anya-
abhilasita means "material desire," and siinyam means "free from." The
spiritual soul has spiritual activities and spiritual desires, as described by
Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu: mama janmani janmanisvare bhavatad bhaktir
ahaituki tvayi [Cc. Antya 20.29, Siksastaka 4]. Unalloyed devotion to the
service of the Lord is the only spiritual desire. To fulfill this spiritual
desire, however, one must be free from all material desires.
Desirelessness means freedom from material desires. This is described by
Srila Riipa Gosvami as Anyabhilasita-sianyam [Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu
°1.1.11]. As soon as one has material desires, one loses his spiritual

Tanyabhilasita-sunyam
jaana-karmady-anavrtam
anukiilyena krsnanu-
Silanam bhaktir uttama

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord
Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through
fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure
devotional service." Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11

8anyabhilasita-sanyam
jiana-karmady-anavrtam
anukitlyena krsnanu-
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identity. Then all the paraphernalia of one's life, including one's senses,
body, religion, patience and intelligence, are deviated from one's original
Krsna consciousness. As soon as one has material desires, one cannot
properly use his senses, intelligence, mind and so on for the satisfaction
of the Supreme Personality of Godhead. Mayavadi philosophers want to
become impersonal, senseless and mindless, but that is not possible. The
living entity must be living, always existing with desires, ambitions and
so on. These should be purified, however, so that one can desire
spiritually and be spiritually ambitious, without material contamination.
In every living entity these propensities exist because he is a living
entity. When materially contaminated, however, one is put into the
hands of material misery (janma-mrtyu jara-vyadhi [Bg. 13.9]). If one
wants to stop repeated birth and death, one must take to the devotional
service of the Lord.

sarvopadhi-vinirmuktam

tat-paratvena nirmalam
hrsikena hrsikesa-

sevanam bhaktir ucyate

[Cc. Madhya 19.170]

"Bhakti, or devotional service, means engaging all our senses in the
service of the Lord, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, the master of
all the senses. When the spirit soul renders service unto the Supreme,
there are two side effects. One is freed from all material designations,
and, simply by being employed in the service of the Lord, one's senses
are purified."

TEXT 9
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Silanam bhaktir uttama

"One should render transcendental loving service to the Supreme Lord
Krsna favorably and without desire for material profit or gain through
fruitive activities or philosophical speculation. That is called pure
devotional service." Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.1.11
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vimuficati yada kaman

manavo manasi sthitan

tarhy eva pundarikaksa

bhagavattvaya kalpate
vimuficati—gives up; yadi—whenever; kaman—all material desires;
manavah—human society; manasi—within the mind; sthitan—situated,;
tarhi—at that time only; eva—indeed; pundarika-aksa—O lotus-eyed
Lord; bhagavattvaya—to be equally as opulent as the Lord; kalpate—
becomes eligible.

O my Lord, when a human being is able to give up all the material desires
in his mind, he becomes eligible to possess wealth and opulence like
Yours.

Atheistic men sometimes criticize a devotee by saying, "If you do not
want to take any benediction from the Lord and if the servant of the
Lord is as opulent as the Lord Himself, why do you ask for the
benediction of being engaged as the Lord's servant?" Sridhara Svami
comments, bhagavattvaya bhagavat-saman aisvaryaya. Bhagavattva,
becoming as good as the Supreme Personality of Godhead, does not
mean becoming one with Him or equal to Him, although in the spiritual
world the servant is equally as opulent as the master. The servant of the
Lord is engaged in the service of the Lord as a servant, friend, father,
mother or conjugal lover, all of whom are equally as opulent as the Lord.
This is acintya-bhedabheda-tattva. The master and servant are different
yet equal in opulence. This is the meaning of simultaneous difference
from the Supreme Lord and oneness with Him.

TEXT 10
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o namo bhagavate tubhyam
purusaya mahatmane
haraye 'dbhuta-simhaya

109



brahmane paramatmane

om—QO my Lord, O Supreme Personality of Godhead; namah—I offer
my respectful obeisances; bhagavate—unto the Supreme Person;
tubhyam—unto You; purusaya—unto the Supreme Person; maha-
atmane—unto the Supreme Soul, or the Supersoul; haraye—unto the
Lord, who vanquishes all the miseries of devotees; adbhuta-simhaya—
unto Your wonderful lionlike form as Nrsimhadeva; brahmane—unto
the Supreme Brahman; parama-atmane—unto the Supreme Soul.

O my Lord, full of six opulences, O Supreme Person! O Supreme Soul,
killer of all miseries! O Supreme Person in the form of a wonderful lion
and man, let me offer my respectful obeisances unto You.

In the previous verse Prahlada Maharaja has explained that a devotee
can achieve the platform of bhagavattva, being as good as the Supreme
Person, but this does not mean that the devotee loses his position as a
servant. A pure servant of the Lord, although as opulent as the Lord, is
still meant to offer respectful obeisances to the Lord in service. Prahlada
Maharaja was engaged in pacifying the Lord, and therefore he did not
consider himself equal to the Lord. He defined his position as a servant
and offered respectful obeisances unto the Lord.

TEXT 11
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$ri-bhagavan uvaca
naikantino me mayi jatv ihasisa
asasate 'mutra ca ye bhavad-vidhah
tathapi manvantaram etad atra
daityesvaranam anubhunksva bhogan
§ri-bhagavan uvaca—the Supreme Personality of Godhead said; na—
not; ekantinah—unalloyed, without desires except for the one desire for
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devotional service; me—from Me; mayi—unto Me; jatu—any time; iha
—within this material world; asisash—benedictions; asasate—intent
desire; amutra—in the next life; ca—and; ye—all such devotees who;
bhavat-vidhah—Ilike you; tathapi—still; manvantaram—the duration of
time until the end of the life of one Manu; etat—this; atra—within this
material world; daitya-iSvaranam—of the opulences of materialistic
persons; anubhunksva—you can enjoy; bhogan—all material opulences.

The Supreme Personality of Godhead said: My dear Prahlada, a devotee
like you never desires any kind of material opulences, either in this life or
in the next. Nonetheless, I order you to enjoy the opulences of the
demons in this material world, acting as their king until the end of the
duration of time occupied by Manu.

One Manu lives for a duration of time calculated to be an aggregate of
seventy-one yuga cycles, each of which equals 4,300,000 years. Although
atheistic men like to enjoy material opulences and they endeavor with
great energy to build big residences, roads, cities and factories,
unfortunately they cannot live more than eighty, ninety or at the
utmost one hundred years. Although the materialist exerts so much
energy to create a kingdom of hallucinations, he is unable to enjoy it for
more than a few years. However, because Prahlada Maharaja was a
devotee, the Lord allowed him to enjoy material opulence as the king of
the materialists. Prahlada Maharaja had taken birth in the family of
Hiranyakasipu, who was the topmost materialist, and since Prahlada was
the bona fide heir of his father, the Supreme Lord allowed him to enjoy
the kingdom created by his father for so many years that no materialist
could calculate them. A devotee does not have to desire material
opulence, but if he is a pure devotee, there is ample opportunity for him
to enjoy material happiness also, without personal endeavor. Therefore,
everyone is advised to take to devotional service under all
circumstances. If one desires material opulence, he can also become a
pure devotee, and his desires will be fulfilled. It is stated in Srimad-

Bhagavatam (2.3.10):

akamah sarva-kamo va
moksa-kama udara-dhih
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tivrena bhakti-yogena
yajeta purusam param

"Whether one desires everything or nothing, or whether he desires to
merge into the existence of the Lord, he is intelligent only if he worships
Lord Krsna, the Supreme Personality of Godhead, by rendering
transcendental loving service."

TEXT 12
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katha madiya jusamanah priyas tvam

avesya mam atmani santam ekam

sarvesu bhiitesv adhiyajiiam iSam

yajasva yogena ca karma hinvan
kathah—messages or instructions; madiyah—given by Me; jusamanah—
always hearing or contemplating; priyah—extremely pleasing; tvam—
yourself; avesya—Dbeing fully absorbed in; mam—Me; atmani—within
the core of your heart; santam—existing; ekam—one (the same Supreme
Soul); sarvesu—in all; bhiitesu—Tliving entities; adhiyajiam—the enjoyer
of all ritualistic ceremonies; iSam—the Supreme Lord; yajasva—worship;
yogena—Dby bhakti-yoga, devotional service; ca—also; karma—fruitive
activities; hinvan—giving up.

It does not matter that you are in the material world. You should always,
continuously, hear the instructions and messages given by Me and always
be absorbed in thought of Me, for I am the Supersoul existing in the core
of everyone's heart. Therefore, give up fruitive activities and worship
Me.

When a devotee becomes materially very opulent, one should not think
that he is enjoying the results of his fruitive activities. A devotee in this
material world uses all material opulences for the service of the Lord
because he is planning how to serve the Lord with these opulences, as
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advised by the Lord Himself. Whatever material opulence is within his
possession he engages to expand the glories and service of the Lord. A
devotee never performs any fruitive or ritualistic ceremony to enjoy the
results of such karma. Rather, a devotee knows that karma-kanda is
meant for the less intelligent man. Narottama dasa Thakura says in his
prema-bhakti-candrika, karma-kanda, jiana-kanda, kevala visera bhanda:
both karma-kanda and jiana-kanda-fruitive activities and speculation
about the Supreme Lord—are like pots of poison. One who is attracted
to karma-kanda and jiana-kanda spoils his existence as a human being.
Therefore a devotee is never interested in karma-kanda or jiana-kanda,
but is simply interested in favorable service to the Lord (anukilyena
krsnanusilanam [Cc. Madhya 19.167]), or cultivation of spiritual activities
in devotional service.

TEXT 13
WA U FIS I
FSIT HISOA foel |

i faggr et
foamr AESIE gRe: 1l 93 01

bhogena punyam kusalena papam
kalevaram kala-javena hitva

kirtim visuddham sura-loka-gitam

vitaya mam esyasi mukta-bandhah
bhogena—Dby feelings of material happiness; punyam—pious activities or
their results; kusalena—Dby acting piously (devotional service is the best
of all pious activities); papam—all kinds of reactions to impious
activities; kalevaram—the material body; kala-javena—Dby the most
powerful time factor; hitva—giving up; kirtim—reputation; visuddham—
transcendental or fully purified; sura-loka-gitam—praised even in the
heavenly planets; vitaya—spreading all through the universe; mam—
unto Me; esyasi—you will come back; mukta-bandhah—Dbeing liberated
from all bondage.

My dear Prahlada, while you are in this material world you will exhaust
all the reactions of pious activity by feeling happiness, and by acting
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piously you will neutralize impious activity. Because of the powerful time
factor, you will give up your body, but the glories of your activities will
be sung in the upper planetary systems, and being fully freed from all
bondage, you will return home, back to Godhead.

Srila Visvanatha Cakravarti Thakura says: evarn prahladasyamsena
sadhana-siddhatvam nitya-siddhatvam ca naradadivaj jieyam. There are
two classes of devotees—the sadhana-siddha and the nitya-siddha.
Prahlada Maharaja is a mixed siddha; that is, he is perfect partly because
of executing devotional service and partly because of eternal perfection.
Thus he is compared to such devotees as Narada. Formerly, Narada
Muni was the son of a maidservant, and therefore in his next birth he
attained perfection (sadhana-siddhi) because of having executed
devotional service. Yet he is also a nitya-siddha because he never forgets
the Supreme Personality of Godhead.

The word kusalena is very important. One should live in the material
world very expertly. The material world is known as the world of duality
because one sometimes has to act impiously and sometimes has to act
piously. Although one does not want to act impiously, the world is so
fashioned that there is always danger (padam padam yad vipadam [SB
10.14.58]). Thus even when performing devotional service a devotee has
to create many enemies. Prahlada Maharaja himself had experience of
this, for even his father became his enemy. A devotee should expertly
manage to think always of the Supreme Lord so that the reactions of
suffering cannot touch him. This is the expert management of papa-
punya-pious and impious activities. An exalted devotee like Prahlada
Maharaja is jivan-mukta; he is liberated even in this very life in the
material body.
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ya etat kirtayen mahyam

tvaya gitam idam narah
tvam ca mam ca smaran kale
karma-bandhat pramucyate
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yah—anyone who; etat—this activity; kirtayet—chants; mahyam—unto
Me; tvaya—Dby you; gitam—oprayers offered; idam—this; narah—human
being; tvam—ryou; ca—as well as; mam ca—Me also; smaran—
remembering; kale—in due course of time; karma-bandhat—from the
bondage of material activities; pramucyate—becomes free.

One who always remembers your activities and My activities also, and
who chants the prayers you have offered, becomes free, in due course of
time, from the reactions of material activities.

Here it is stated that anyone who chants and hears about the activities
of Prahlada Maharaja and, in relationship with Prahlada's activities, the
activities of Nrsimhadeva, gradually becomes free from all the bondage
of fruitive activities. As stated in Bhagavad-gita (2.15, 2.56):

yam hi na vyathayanty ete
purusam purusarsabha
sama-duhkha-sukham dhiram
so 'mrtatvaya kalpate

"O best among men [Arjuna], the person who is not disturbed by
happiness and distress and is steady in both is certainly eligible for
liberation."

duhkhesv anudvigna-manah
sukhesu vigata-sprhah
vita-raga-bhaya-krodhah
sthita-dhir munir ucyate
[Bg. 2.56]

"One who is not disturbed in spite of the threefold miseries, who is not
elated when there is happiness, and who is free from attachment, fear
and anger, is called a sage of steady mind." A devotee should not be
aggrieved in an awkward position, nor should he feel extraordinarily
happy in material opulence. This is the way of expert management of
material life. Because a devotee knows how to manage expertly, he is
called jivan-mukta. As Ripa Gosvami explains in Bhakti-rasamrta-
sindhu:
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iha yasya harer dasye

karmana manasa gira
nikhilasv apy avasthasu
jivan-muktah sa ucyate

"A person acting in Krsna consciousness (or, in other words, in the
service of Krsna) with his body, mind, intelligence and words is a
liberated person even within this material world, although he may be
engaged in many so-called material activities." Because of constantly
engaging in devotional service, in any condition of life, a devotee is free
from all material bondage.

bhaktih punati man-nistha
Sva-pakan api sambhavat

"Even one born in a family of meat-eaters is purified if he engages in
devotional service." (SB 11.14.21) Srila Jiva Gosvami cites this verse in
logically supporting that anyone who chants about the pure life and
activities of Prahlada Maharaja is freed from the reactions of material
activities.
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